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MR President.

Congi atulations on your appointment as Presiclent of the 70th session of
the United Nations General Assembiy. Your experience and wisdoim wi 11 be
invaluable in guidingus.

This session'sthenne — "The United Nations at 70: the Road Ahead for
Peace, Security and Human Rights" — is timely. For we urgentiy need to
find new approaches. to rise above the political divide and put people first,
in an age when the old ways are proving inadequate to the challenges we
tace today,

We are a world of nation states. But newcontlicts and threats imperilling
our peace and security do not recognise borders. Non-state actors, such as
the so-called Islarnic State (IS). threaten to destroy sovereign states.

They don't confine their horrific acts of crueity within official boundaries.
Expertatusingsocial mediato reci uitfollowers in faraway countries.they
lure them with false promises, persuading manyyoung people that tlieir
bai baric actions will bi ingthem ciosertoGod,

It is sickening. and there could be no gi eater a slui on Islam — a religion of
peace, moderationandjustice. But these extremistscannot be defeated by
traditional militarymeansalone.

Five years ago. I stood befoi e this assembly and called for a Global
Movement of Moderates of all religions.ot all countries to marginalise
extremists, reclaim the centre and shape the agenda towards peate and
pragmatism.

We in Malaysia have fol lowed up, both with practical action and by building
intellectual capacity.

Central to this effort is reaffirming Islam s true nature, as we rnust
acknowledge thatwe are not winning the propaganda waragainsttheso-
called IS,Theirtwisted narrative is not beingadequatelycountered to
prevent many misguided peoplefrom joiningor supportingfromafar.

So, itis more important than everthat we spread awareness of authentic
Islam. Mostespeciallywhenconflicts persistand people lose hope. For it is
there that extremism finds fertile soil. And those who fight for extremism

— fora perversion of true Islam — areone of the main driversofthecurrent
migration crisistromthe Middle East.

Islam unequivocally prohibits kiiiingcivilians during war. It explicitly
pi otects minorities and i espects those of other faiths. It urges the pursuit
of knowledge. and stresses both justice and tompassion.




As Proptiet Muhammad said: "You will not enter paradise until you have
faith;and youwill not completeyourtaithjtill you lovefbrone another
what you love for yourselves."

This meansthereshould be nostrife among Muslims. Not betweenShia
and Sunni, who may takedifferent paths, butseekthe same destination.

Islam condemns thedestruction of historical sitesthatarepart of the
world's cultural heritage.The lies of IS iricludetheclaim that it istheir duty
to destroy historical sites, because Prophet Muhamrnad destroyed the
idols that had been introduced into the Kaaba in Mecca.

This is based on atalseanalogy.The Kaaba was built by Prophet Abraham
fortheworshipoftheOneTrue God and later generations added the idols.

Prophet Muhammad wascommandedto purify the Kaaba of these idolsfor
its use by his followers to bring it back to its original form.

The historical sites being destroyed by IS were never used for the worship
of the One God and then later deseci ated; so theargument for destroying
them does not and cannot apply.

Moreover, God informs us that these sites we travel by, and which denote
pastcivilisations — someofwhich wereglobal superpowers of theirtime.
but are now nomore — aresignsto remind usnottobearrogant, but to
walk the Earth luimbly.

We mustcombat IS'warped ideology in thisway: explainingwhy theirpath
is unlslamic; why theiractionsareevilLtheologically incoherent and a
travesty of Islam — which commands us to be knowledgeable.
compassionate and humble.

The Malaysian government has helped developan important body of
scholarshipthat doesjustthal An international groupof Sunni and Shia
scholars,representinga cross-section of theglobal Muslim community, was
convened in Kuala Lumpur, Its mission was to define an Islamic state, based
on the continuity of Islannic religiousthoughtthroughthe past 14
centuries,

It is nothinglike theentity in Syriaand Iraq that usurps thatnanne. The
scholars unanimouslyemphasisedthat an Islamic state must deliverjustice
in all itsfornris — political, economic and in the courts — to itscitizens,

Itmust be based onthe objectivesof Syariah, orMagasid Syariah, which is
to protect and enhance life, religion. intellect, property.family and dignity,

An Islamic state must defend the diffei ent peoples under its rule, and
preservetheir religions, langliagesand historic sites — becauseGod
commandsus: "Indeed, we have madeyou nationsand tribes, that ye may
know one another*

Hecould have created usasone religious community, but Hedid notdoso
— In order to test us — and ordersusto compete witheach otherln being
virtuous.



Atrue Islarnic state, therefore,aidsGod's divine intent intesting humanity,
and urges LIS to connpete in virtue, knowledge, kindness, compassion and
hurriility — but crucially. notcoerceus in this.

J .. . .
These are Islarn’s true principles. The so-called IS knows nothing of islarn's
noble ideals, of its connpassion, or of the solernn duty to care for and learn
about our fellow man.

They are violatingthe divine will.They are desecratingthe nameof our
religion throughtheirself-proclairned caliphate — towhich notrue Muslim
will pledgeallegiance.

This isthe rriessage we must spread.to Muslirris and non-Muslims. And |
call onthe umnnah to risewithorievoice,and let theworld ringwhen we
say to IS:

You do not represent us.
Mr President,

Let no one doubt how seriously Malaysia regards the problem of nnilitants:
hoth those who wish to use Kuala Lumpur as a transit point and those who
wish to sow violence and destruction at home,

Much of this work cannot be revealed for security reasoris. This nnay lead
sometothinkthat because Malaysia has not suffered from asuccessful
terrorist attack, we do not have national security challenges. That Is not the
case.

Ourtireless, ever-vigilant securityforces have intercepted nnany would-be
IS necruits transitingthrough Kuala Lumpur. It is becauseof oureffortsthat
they have nottallen intothedarknessthat blights Syria and Iraq.

But some have. We have identified 39 Malaysians who have travelled to
join IS. Andwe havearrested over 100 of ourcitizens suspected of linksto
IS. These threats are real.

There are people who want to bring terrorto our streets.

Wewill not stand forit, neither wiill they succeed. For Malaysia has been,
and wi 11 always be, a land where many faiths and ethnicities freely pirosper
and thrive.

But we must strive harder to combat this threat together. Militaries and
intelligence services need to share information, and countries need to
collaborate more., daring to preemptively arrest as necessary.

We have instituted legislation to allowthis. When evidence is irrefutable,
we will unhesitatiiriglytake action,. If our citizens' livesarethreatened by
bombmga mall ora police 5tation,we would be negligentottheir trust not
to intervene before it is too late



Mr President,

2015 gaveus exarnplles of inspiring new approaches. For example, the
United States restoring dipionnatic relations with Cuba.This was a historic
achievement, an exemplarY display of moderation in action. It took
courage. Itwould not have happened hadthosewishing toclingtoold
political divisions held sway.

Forward-thinking leaders puttheir people's interestsfirst.Sinnilarcourage,
Mr President, is needed to permanently address the injustice suffered by
the Palestinians since 1948,

Decades of impunity and the systematic dehLimanisation of Palestinians
has culminated in increasing violence, increasing illegal settlements and
increasing violations of rights, The frustration and anger felt by
Palestinians resonates with Muslims worldwide.

If the world continuesto turn a blind eye to their sufferings, we risk
anothercatastrophe In theOcclipied PalestinianTerritories. We will also
fail to uphold the right to self-determination. which was at the very basis of
the United Nationswhen it was created 70 years ago.

On that note.given the Rosh Hashanah violations of Al-Agsa Mosque in
Jenusalemand aggression against its worshippers three weeks ago, | call on
the Israeli goverriment to live up to Judaism's highest ethical principles.and
theessential messageoftheTorah as SLiccinctly expressed by thefirst
century BC sage Hillel.

Whenasked todescribe theTorah Tn a soundbite, hesaid, "That which is
hateful to you. don't do to your tellow human being".

Thisdictum, known universally inall religions astheGolderi Rule, could
herald thedawn of a much needed revised relationship between Muslims
and Jews.

Clirrently, Israel hastorced itsauthority over Islam'sThird HoliestSite— in
defiance of thejurisdiction of King AbdLillah of Jordan,the lawful
custodian.

It is, therefore, Israels d uty to facilitate Muslims from around the world to
visit. Forthisisanaspirationthat all devout Muslims harbourand prayto
beableto realise intheir lifetime.

Mr President,

Puttingpeoplefirst will not always be easy. Butthe problems oftoday
require newand global solutions.

Malaysia will raisethese issues asa memberoftlhe UN Security Council —
and reformingthe Security Councilto better reflect 2015's realities, not
1945's, represents a good start towards building a new, adequately
responsiveglobal architecture.

We in Malaysia knowhowrnuch that is needed, We were extremely
disappointed thatthe proposed resolution tosetupan international
tribunal into the shootirig down of Flight MH17 did not gothrough because
a veto was imposed.

We will continueto seekjustice through otherlegal options because we
owe it tothe tamilies of thosewho perished in thisoutrageous crirne.

Butwhether it bereform of the UN. tackling extremism ordealing with
migration,greater mutual effortis necessary. We nnust look into ourselves
and ourown traditionstocreate new mechanisms. We believethat
modenation is key.



IModeiation i5 notabout beingweak.On thecontrary, it is courageous and
shows strength. The strengtli to pushtor peaceand putthe peopletirst.

Itis a principle that runsthrough all civillsationsand taiths. Islam embodies
it in theconceptot wasatiyyah, Contucianism as chungyung— both of
which mean "middle path"or"theGolden Mean".

Butthis isa principle we must rediscover,and atthe 26thAsean Summit in
Malaysia this April, we reaffirmed our commitment to this approach when
we adopted the Langkawi Declaration ontheGlobal Movementof
Moderates.

Malaysiastands ready toshareitsenperience;of upholding Islamand
marginalising extremism; of implementingthe objectives of Syariah while
practising democracy; of maintaininga multiethnicsociety where different
faithscoexistand prosper; and showingthat Islam can notonly succeed,
but drive progress and successful economic development.

Mr President,

Aswe cooperatetosolve the scourges of poverty, hatred, war and man-
made and natural disasters that have given us the refugee crises we see
today, we mustdrawfrom ourspiritualtraditlons — andthat generosityof
spirit which goes beyond legal requirements.

Sura 'Abasa, the 80th chapteroftheQuran, opens with God criticising the
Propbet Muhammad — whom we Muslims regard asGod's Beloved —
because he frowned and turned his face away when oneof liistollowers, a
poor blind man, interrupted toask him a question while he was occupied
preachingtoa richand powerful Linbeliever.

If God promptly rebukedthe Prophet Muhammad, how much more will we,
the community of Muslim world leaders especially, stand to be rebuked by
ourCreator if we "frown andturn ourfaces away" from ourfellow-Muslim
poorand nnarginallsed,nowfleeirigSyria in massive numbers — causing
social and economiicstresses in Europe?

Don't we stand partly responsibleforany ensuing European hostility
towards Islam,thefaith we loveand towardsour fellowMuslims?

This is whyMalaysia has taken, overtheyears, many people fleeingwar,
starvation and persecution. We currently have liundreds of thousands of
irregular migrantsandwetook in more earlierthis year when there wasa
dire humamtarian situation in the Andaman Sea.

| am pleased toannouncetodaythat.to helpalleviatethecurrentrefugee
crisis, Malaysiawill do itsshareand openourdoorstoa further 3,000
Syrian migrants over the next three years.

New internatiorial solutions are needed to deal with the migration crises.
The millions fleeing are people — like us. They sliould concern us all. We
must respect our common humanlty.

For It is onlywhen wetranscend the silos of raceand faith;

Onlywhen we look at images of desperate migrants.the victimsof
extremists, and those whose lives are degraded by hungeir and poverty —
and see not strangers, butour brothers and sisters;

And it is only when weseethatdreadful picture of 3-year-old Aylan Kurdi
washed ashore — and recogniseourown children in thattragic boy's
innocent face — that we will act asour betterselves.

PeoplearolLindthe world cry out for ourhelp. We cannot — we must not —
pass 011 by.

Thankyou,
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