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Silat

OATH: Over 15,000
, declare support
“for govt, Najib.at
Dataran Merdeka

- amaz@nstcomamy |
" ORE than 15,000 silat ex-
ponents under the
alaysian National Silat
Federation (Pesaka) declared their
loyalty and support for the govern-
ment and Prime Minister Datuk Seri
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accordance with t'he law. They did ’;’

Najib Razak in their annual assem-
bly at Dataran Merdeka last night.

The exponents took an oath of loy-
alty led by Pesaka president Tan Sri
Mohd Ali Rustam.

Najib, when officiating the event,

announced the government’s deci-
sion to declare silat as the country’s
- official martial art. ]

' He congratulated Pesaka for or-
ganislng the Red-Shirt rally on
Wednesday and lauded its members
for abiding by the law and assem-
bling peacefully.

“This shows that when Malays
_have been pushed too far and their
honour challenged, they, too, can go
to the streets and demonstrate, but
they will do so respectfully and in

not stomp on pictures of opposiﬂq_n
leaders.
“They (Bersih) did it onoe. twlce.

three times, but Malays did not re- -

spond. But when they did it four
times, Malays responded, but they
did it in accordance with the law. It
was legal. ’I‘heywentoutontothe

streets for Bersih 4.0 as if Kuala

Lumpur belonged to them. But they

should not think that the govern-

ment does not have support.
“Those from outside and inside

can try whatever they want... spread

fitnah (lies), be it the Sarawak Report
or that person behind bars in
Bangkok,” Najib said, alluding to for-
mer PetroSaudi executive Xavier

Andre Justo.

: "Eitnahlnlslamisagwatersin
~ than murder. But they will continue
todosobecausetheywanttosplit ;

Present were cultural adviser to |
thegovemment'l‘anSrlRa!sYaﬂm
mdDeputyanncemmsterDatuk

Ahmad Maslan.

. Ali said efforts to overthrow the
government through street demon-
strations should stop and the op-
position supporters should instead
use democratic means via the ballot
box in the next general election.
Pesaka organised the Red-Shirt
rally at Padang Merbok on Wednes-
day, which attracted 50,000 people.
= See also Page 8




