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PM: High-speed
rail MoU in Jul
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GAME-CHANGER:
Malaysia-Singapore
rail link boosts
economy, Najib tells
top UK investors

A JALIL HAMID 3
LONDON
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA and Singapore

are expected to sign a

memorandum of under-

standing on the high-speed rail
(HSR) project in July.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib

Razak said this in his opening re-

marks before a closed-door session
with nearly 30 top United Kingdom
fund managers here yesterday.

“The high-speed rail project
(linking Kuala Lumpur and Sin-
gapore) has aroused a lot of ex-
citement worldwide.

“We expect to sign an MoU with
Singapore in July. That’s the tar-

* get.

“That’s a huge game-changer.
That means from Singapore to
Kuala Lumpur, the travel time will
be 135 hours,” he said.

Najib cited the HSR project as
one of the many projects that were
taking place in Malaysia to improve
the country’s infrastructure and
boost the economy.

These include the Pan-Borneo
Highway, the Pengerang Refinery
and Petrochemical Integrated De-

velopment (RAPID) project, and
the Malaysian Vision Valley project
in Nilai, Negri Sembilan, he said.
~ Najib gave no further details.
Diplomats said both Najib and
his Singapore counterpart, Lee
Hsien Loong, were expected to wit-
ness the signing of the HSR MoU in
Kuala Lumpur.
The actual date in July has not

been fixed.

But this signing could be held
outside their annual “Leaders’ Re-
treat”, which this year could be
held in October or December, de-

pending on their availability.

The MoU will pave the way for
detailed negotiation of the main
agreement on the planning, de-
velopment, execution and the op-
erations of the high-speed rail link-
ing the two capitals.



