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country along with it. As he has made clear, he is not seeking to regain power for himself but to
ensure that our system of governance is brought back on track.

He should given that chance. We don’t need to overlook the past but we do need to empower
him with our qualified support so that he can hopefully change the future.

Getting it right this time

If there’s anything that can be learned from the now stalled “Save Malaysia” campaign, it is that
simply focusing on ousting Najib from office — which has been Mahathir’s main goal — is
insufficient in itself to generate the kind of mass support that is needed to decisively win an
election.

The very process of negotiating a coalition with PKR, DAP and Amanah to face the next
elections will in itself force Mahathir to compromise in order to reach agreement on a broader
and more acceptable agenda for national renewal.

A clear and unequivocal commitment to our democratic and secular constitution, to institutional
reform, to justice and equality, and to fighting the cancer of corruption that is destroying our
nation will undoubtedly be part of the mix. And what better opportunity to revive Mahathir’s
own, now forgotten, vision of “Bangsa Malaysia” where all of Malaysia’s diverse peoples,
cultures and faiths are treated with respect and dignity.

Whatever it is, unless Mahathir lays before the people a clear alternative to the tired and
discredited policies of UMNO-BN, overcoming the traditional caution and inertia of the
electorate might prove difficult. An honest and realistic vision, something to hope for, something
to rally around, on the other hand, might just unleash the kind of groundswell that will propel the
opposition to power.

Last chance for change

All those who want to see change must now consider putting aside whatever reservations they
might have about Mahathir and support him at this critical hour in our nation’s history. There
are, of course, no guarantees that everything will work out the way we want but under the
present circumstances, he represents the only hope there is for change.

Sometimes, a glimmer of hope, a sliver of a chance, is all one gets.
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