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‘TunM apologises

or curtailing
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; action that the
controversxal National Security
Council (NSC) Act became law
without royal assent.

“Iwould like to apologise for the
amendment to the Constitution, which
made the approval and signature of
the Yang d;-P(—t:;t:an Agong n? longer
necessary for the legalising of an Act
of Parliament. i

-~ “It would seem that because of the

e new National
Law has become operational

'eVen though the Yang di-Pertuan

Agong has notsigned it,” he said mhls
latest blog post yesterday.
Mahathir,

however,
noted that the
amendment
does not affect

country, -
stressing that
some laws

would still
need the consent and s1gnamre of the

King, mcludmgthatofdec]annga

" state of emergency.

In1994, the Mahathir-led
government passed amendments to
the Constitution, on Article 66(42), to
allow any Bill that has been passed by
Parliament to become law within 30
days, regardless of whether the Agong
gives his assent.

This had allowed the controversial
NSC Bill, for example, to become law
on June 7 this year. The Bill provides
for the establishment of the NSC,
declaration of security areas, and

~ other related matters.

Bar Council Human Rights
Committee chairman Andrew Khoo
said he was unimpressed by
Mahathir’s “half-baked” apology,and
thantwasstretchmgthexmagmanon
to ask Malaysians to believe he did not
understand the full extent of his action.

“His reasoning that the amendment
did not cover all types of laws beggars .
beliefand is an insult to the
intelligence of the Malaysian people.

"HeopenedthedoorandDatukSen
Najib Abdul Razak has taken advantage
of it. Who knows when he, or
suoc&ssnvePMs,wﬂltakeadvantageof
it again,” he said when contacted by
theSun.—by Amar Shah Mohsen
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