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Najib: Things W1ll only get p

SARAWAK ELECTION:

Making right choice
will see continued
progress, says PM

—
ROY GOH
BINTULL
NEWsSENSt.com,my

RIME Minister Daruk Seri Na-

Jib Razak rallled behind Tan
- Srl Adenan Satem, assuring
the le that things can only get
better If the state Barisan Nasional is
retained In the upcoming state elec-
tion.

By making the right choice, the
people could be assured of contin-
ued progress and prosperity with
Tan Sri Adenan Satem helming
:‘[l:wnk under the BN flagship, he

. "He hasa good heart and Is a good
man who is popular, He is our part-
ner in the federal leadership and 1
know he will secure a good future for
the people of Sarawak,” Najib sald (n
his speech at a “meet the people”
sesslon here,

The prime minister, who was on a
two-day visit to the state, said the
plans and projects by the BN-led
government would open up new ar-

+ eas and opportunitles for the people,
as well as uplift thelr welfare and
Improve education facilities for chil-
dren across the state,

“lam a friend of Sarawak and [ see
the state government as a friend of
the mml Government. We sup-
portand complement each other,

“This state, apart from being the
biggest in the country, has the
biggest number of seats and 1 con-
sider it the most important state.

“To bulld a strong (Federal) gov-
emment, we need i Strong state gov-
emment, This is why Sarawak will
always get my attention,” sald Najib,

He pointed out that for the state to
reach its potential, it needed better
connectivity.

“We need to build roads, bridges,
telecommunication towers, bring
clean water supply and electricity to
rural areas to do this.

“T'his Is not polltical rhetoric, I can
do It. The Federal Government can
deliver. We have delivered and we
will continue to deliver,” he said,

Before leaving for Kuala Lumpur
after the gathering here, Najib vis-
ited the RM211 million Batang
Sadong bridge, which Is due for
completion in August, The bridge in
Sebuyau will cut travel distance by
100km once it is opened.

It was there where Nujib said he
was Inspired to build a similar but
bigger bridge in Batang Lupar, Sri

Aman, which would open upllnkqw
the vast coastline across the state.

He later brought it up with Ade-
nan and both agreed to develop it on
# 50-50 basls, )

Nalib also took time to see a di-
lapidated SK Sungal Ladong In
Simunjan, which was built 59 years
ago and pledged a RMIS milllon up-
grade,

“When I entered the school, many
others were advised not to go up as
the structure may not hold us.”

He sald six new classes would be
built in less than two months to im-
prove the school’s condition.

Najib sald 107 schools in Sarawak
would be upgraded In stages.

Rural areas with limited mobile
phone access would also be getting
better service soon, he sald.

‘again with cammunmuom and
Multimedia Minister Datuk Serl
Salleh Sald Keruak to look into
bulldlng more telecommunication

Another pledge he made was an
allocation of RM70 million for the
state government to repair or re-
bulld longhouses,

Hesald the BN government would
deliver what it promised and the
RMI64 billlon Pan-Borneo Highway
from Lundu to Lawas was an ex-
ample.

“This Is not a pipe dream or an
empty promise. The highway is a
reality and as long as BN Is In power,
it will make sure the highway is com-
pleted.”

Another point Najib ralsed was
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.the ongoing three-phased devolu-

tion of powers discussion between
the state and federal governments,

In the gathering here, Adenan had
said the first phase of discussion saw
13 points agreed through cordial dis-
cussions among BN leaders.

The second phase of negotiations
has started and it hinges on state
rights under the Federal Constitu-
tion, while the third is on financial
provisions.

Najib sald the Federal Govern+
ment had no problems looking back
Into the Formation of Malaysia
Agreement and would even give
back what was right if necessary.

“All these need more discussions,
but the Federal Government will .
deal only with the BN government
In Sarawak on this."




