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An old newspaper cutting of Balakrishnan and his eldest son presenting a por-
trait of Tunku Abdul Rahman to the latter in Bukit Tunku in 1982.

A painting
for the PM

Veteran artist Bala yearns to
present a portrait of Tun Razak
that he completed in 1976 to Najib

story by
CHAN LI LEEN

lileen@thestar.com.my

JAN 14 marked exactly four decades
since former prime minister Tun
Abdul Razak Hussein passed away.

Tommmmfhis te the 40th anni-
versary of his passing, artist K.
Balakrishnan, 75, is hoping to pres-
ent a portrait of the naﬁon’k}'athér
of Development to his son, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak.

“The oil painting was completed
in 1976. When our current prime
minister took office in 2009, I had
wanted to present it to him at his
office in Putrajaya.

"Mysonan I made a trip there

but unfortunately arrived there
md the place was already

“Hopefully, one day I will be able
to make an aJ ent to meet
the prime and tell him
what a proud son he must be to
have such a great man as a father,”
Balahishnansaidatlﬂs'!’amm
Pertama home in

overthrowing the

Communists and his wisdom in

“In theﬂc‘:o fors backgmtmd f

e green of

the symbolises the
Ranc Buku Hi;au launched by
Tun Razak to increase the
country’s food production,” he

Chong People’s
of China founding father Mao

Zedong through the Chinese embas-
sy in 1978.

“On the eve of Nationa.l Day in
1982, my eldest son, who was then

dence in Bukit Tunku.

“In return, Tunku gave me an
autof ed copy of his book,”

said proudly.

A keen artist from an early age,
Balakrishnan never had the chance
to pursue his love for the arts until
much later in life.

“In between work and taking
care of family, I managed to come
up with a few paintings and even
held a solo art exhibition in 1968.

“But it was not until my three
sons were grown up and had start-
ed their respective careers that I
was able to spend all my time paint-

ing.
“It ‘worked out,” said
e who had to take care
and provide for his children sin-
gle-handedly after his wife passed
away.
These days, with his dog as com-
Balakrishnan his

panl
nﬁngspamdng.i.mmmnghhn—
self in his beautiful works of art for
ﬂ\reed;c‘n‘ﬂoj‘ur’ssthoursataﬁme N
“I don’t just paint portraits, I
love doing sceneries, political car-
toons and modern art. I have also
drawn several murals for churches
and schools.

“Right now, I am focusing on
coming up with more for
my second solo art n,
"Ialmtoeompletesomnﬂngs
byhopefu]lytheendof year.

Alsoakeenpoet.nalaln'lshmn
said i tions usually come to
himin e wee hours of the morn-

‘m&ﬁghttozamismy'thmldng
time’,” he said.

Asked if his
drance at all,
don‘tthinkageisahamer Ibve
painting. It keeps me alive.”
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Balakrishnan's scrapbook of his first solo art exhibition in 1968 which was opened by then Ipoh Municipality president
Datuk S.P. Seenivasagam

Balakrishnan with his painting of Tun Abdul Razak at his home in Taman Pertama, Ipoh.

Balakrishnan showing his oil paintings of classical Hindu tales. — Photos: RONNIE CHIN/The Star




