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Politicking the M'sian way

It's all'about politics now but sooner or later, healing the country’s bruised economy should

take centre stage again.

THE unthinkable in Malaysian has
ummbutmsmwﬁﬁms

believes that the Pﬂmemnism'is

are the members of the powerful supreme
council-

The branches that have come out to
opposeNajﬂ:mnahmohs@lﬂmuo
any serious

lhefactthat'hmDr
M;”Km“"""m?.““m

solicit the support of the
means that they could not muster the troops
in Umno. T
Dr Mahathi Muyhiddi i i
the politics of Umno well. They must have
looked behind realised the

l.ia"l'herewﬂlbefewercallsandappoim-
ments Now.

Despite the nesau;;.
thatheisnving bmmvedﬁme the Umno

gu\emﬂwom g

The insouments of power are with him
and he wields tremendous political clout
now, with only place.

Even in mmmmedm
where there is a clear separation
ofpowermkeepthethreehramﬂmo!
government ~ the Executive, Legislative and
Judiciary - in check, the fact remains that it
is the White House that determines most of

the appointments.

That is why there is so much debate now
on who President Barack Obama will name
to the Supreme Court to take over from
Justice Antonin Scalia, who passed away

The head of government in all countries

always make sure that Cabinet
'mmnv i bneop:‘:hl:sebyaﬁh
are
assured.

This is the power of incumbency and even
first year political science students would
know that is how leaders work to ensure
they are in command.

Despite the negative
international press
‘coverage against Najib,

-Mﬁelslivmgon

borrowed time, the

Umno presidenthas

and stnmgarintemally
gone on the

offensive.

Removing Datuk Mukhriz Mahathir as

Kedah Mentri Besar and
is just the beginning.

Aleader can only strike when he isina
mgpwuonwlmasmemakbasmgu

on the defensive. In this case, Najib, who has
been in politics for 40 years, has realised by
now that nobody listens to a nice whois
often mistakenly regarded as
The Cabinet’s decision on Friday to
mmoveDrMahathlrasPetrmasadvbu_'is

ilnq::mﬁnlposiﬁonsbmhavemtsupponed
Najib’s continued hold in Umno and
government is not determined by the Wall

he Grv- (3]3] el 6

Street fournal or New York Times but by his
party. Likewise, no one in Umno can remove
Lim Kit Siang or Lim Guan Eng from DAP

politically accept-
ahle. So too is flirting with PKR, as many PKR
leaders were in Umno before.
Bmmnnenmmm:awwy
for Dr Mahathir and Muhylddin.anduwmr-
mer has now conceded that Umno members
are with the association. But he has
his actions, saying he has few

Onlyoncd\mgholdsmem\nnagmable
alliance together - to remove Najib over the
1MDB investment fund controversy.

The majority of Chinese voters, especially
in the urban areas with their anti-
mmmmmmmm
m\dhtgofhowmerm-alualayheanlmd

'l‘heyamunah!gtomd\einu-ins:cof
thinking,

ly in Selangor.

A&eryvmgtheirh support to PAS in
the 2013 elections, and actually
convinced themselves that PAS would never
implement hudud, the Chinese voters are
now coming to terms that PAS theologians
luvecvnsistmﬂysamthzywamankhmk

n’shxsnhaxinlheehcﬂnnenplmﬂa,
Chinese voters have chosen not to accept this

. political reality.
The absence of PAS among the

opposition
ranks does make a difference as is obvious
from the Bersih4 rally and the Citizens

IR

Declaration event. —

‘What is clear is that a big M.
dnnpmym‘tmkmgm}laﬁh,asm
is supposed to do.

For Chinese voters who are angry with
lhnl\o.pemapsmeyshouupondermh.
‘What happens if the majority of Malays
dmnpUn;fng!mdmfanAsmw
Think implications to Malaysia. As
g:saymggo&bemeﬁ:lwhatymwm

heads in disbelief that the man whom Dr
Mahathir put in jail for sodomy has now
come out to support his nemesis in his plan
wtnppleNa]ib

The situation can be considered bizarre
but Dr Mahathir has transformed himself to
be the de facto opposition leader, although
he prefers to call it the citizens revolt.

The 90-year-old leader himself described
the group of mostly retired politicians “as a
verymnze of people®.
analystswlmmetomdMalaysim
politics in a balanced and rational matter

damage
lheycnntinmtnchlpa\wydwmuom
It will be naive if Umno leaders arrogantly
dismiss this movement, which is certainly
going to make its voice heard.
Yang Razali Kassim, a senior fellow with
School of International Studies

S.Rajaratnam
(RSIS) at Nanyang Technological in
Singapore,

aptly wrote that “any misplaced
sense of supreme confidence on the of
Umno could, however, backfire” and that it

would be foolhardy to take what the
90 -oldwarhotselsmv]:g‘o?x’;g.wm
may well lead to big changes in Malaysian

Hewamedufmennpantomnsanand
Umno in the next general election, “if Dr
Mahathir and his citizens’ movement grow,
andtheoppomnrecoversﬁ-nmitsdisuni-

polmbmd\edaﬂypohmhngcouldwell
take its toll further on the bruised Malaysian
economy which needs the complete full
attention of Najib.




