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Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak with participants of the National Convention on Race Unifica-

tion at Universiti Teknologi Mara in Shah Alam yesterday. With him is UiTM Vice-Chancellor Professor Emer-
itus Datuk Dr Hassan Said (left). Pic by Roslin Mat Tahir
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SHAH ALAM: National Transforma-
tion 2050 (TN50) will be achieved
through national consensus and a
grassroots-centric approach.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak said the visionary move
would take into account the inter-
ests of all groups and communities
in the country, with the Malay and
Bumiputera communities playing a
core role in race unification.

He said the nation, in moving to-

-wards developed-nation status,
must see all ethnic groups succeed.

“This is also the reason we put
great importance on ensuring that
Malays and Bumiputeras are not left
behind. It is our responsibility, and
the reason we make empowering
Bumiputeras a national agenda.”

He said looking back at the coun-
try’s history, civilisation and origin.

the aspects were all translated into. -

the Constitution, which incorporat-
ed important principles.

He said this was because the two
thrusts, namely Malays and Bumi-
puteras, were the main features en-
shrined in the Constitution.

Najib said under the Constitution,
the Malay language was the official
language, but other languages were
permitted to be used.

“Islam is also the official religion,
but other religions are allowed to be

- practised, and the head of state is the

Yang di-Pertuan Agong, who is elect-
ed from among nine Malay rulers.
“If you accept these principles,
then it is easy to go forward... When
we want to develop the country, we
must develop all races, but do not let
Malays and Bumiputeras lag be-
hind,” he said when closing the Na-

tional Convention on Race Unifica-

tion at Universiti Teknologi Mara
(UiTM) here yesterday.

Present were Higher Education
Minister Datuk Seri Idris Jusoh, Min-
ister in the Prime Minister’s Depart-

ment Tan Sri Joseph Kurup, Urban

Wellbeing, Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Minister Tan Sri Noh Omar
and UiTM Vice-Chancellor Professor
Emeritus Datuk Dr Hassan Said.
Najib is the patron of the three-
day convention.

The convention, themed “Revis-
iting the Race Struggle”, was organ-
ised by UiTM’s Faculty of Commu-
nications and Media Studies and its
Institute of Malay Thoughts and

Leadership.

Najib said the interests of all races
would be taken into account in dis-
cussions on TN50.

top of their game.

‘He was referring to a report by
Khazanah Research Institute that
showed that the most effective fac-
tor for social mobility was access to
affordable education, which bene-
fited all races. -

“According to the report, if par-
ents were in the B40 (bottom 40 per
cent) group, it did not mean that
their children would remain there.

“We must be proud that, in the
report, the percentage of Malays and
Bumiputerds who have gotten out of
the B40 group within one gener-
ation because of government poli-
cies is high.

“The quality of life of all races can
be enhanced when there is access to
quality education.”

Najib said social mobility in the
country was better than in devel-
oped countries, such as the United
States and United Kingdom.

He said Malaysians must have a
hunger for success if they wanted to
excel in the global arena. -

He said there were lessons to be
learnt about the quest for success
from the people of China, where
competitiveness was high due to
their population of 1.3 billion, push-
ing people to work hard to stay on




