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Pas does not want to be
‘Dr M’s political tool’ s ...

‘PLOY’: Ex PM is
using opposition 9
platform for A
personal gain, ©
says Johor Pas

JOHORBARU

Yok

AS distanced -.ifselfézfrom" the
Bersthra]lyas' d1dn twant

manip-
ulated by Tun Dr Mahathxr Mo-

hamad as a political tool.
Johor Pas secretary Azhari Mo-

hamad said many party members

refused to participate in the rally in
Kuala Lumpur and elsewhere in the
country as they did not agree with
the aspirations of Pakatan Harapan
leaders and its members who took
part in the rally.

“Pas is fully aware of Dr Ma-
hathir’s ploy in taking part in the
Bersih 5 rally, and that is why we
were cautious about participating.

“We know what kind of man Dr
Mahathir is. He is using the oppo-

rsition’s platform for personal gain
and we saw that when he promoted
Parti Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia
(PPBM) at the rally,” Azhari told the
New Sunday Times.

Dr Mahathir, who is PPBM adviser,
‘addressed a crowd of Bersih sup-
porters, clad in yellow T-shirts, in
front of the Kuala Lumpur City Cen-
tre yesterday and called on them to
join PPBM.

The former prime mlnlster told

Tourists crossing the street while police officers maintain order in Jalan Raja Laut, Kuala Lumpur, during

the Bersih 5 rally yesterday. Pic by Aizuddin Saad

the crowd that while they might

‘need to wait for the general election,

they could think of ways to shorten
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak’s term in office. :
Azhari said Dr Mahathir’s actions
in stealing the limelight were expect-
ed, as that was what he was good at.
He said while Dr Mahathir had
expressed his intention to topple the
country’s leadership and gain pop-
ularity for his new party, his true

_intention was to gain dominance

over Barisan Nasional and Umno.

“Even if the opposition wins the
general election, Dr Mahathir will
eventually” leave the opposition as
he merely wants to gain power for
himself.

“He is trying to gain dominance
over a party that he had quit. He
wants to rise to power again in the
party where he used to be a leader.

“DAP, PKR and Parti Amanah Ne-

gara have different ldeologles and
they are not on the same page as

PPBM.

“Dr Mahathir is using hfs bargain-
-and we can see that in the

ingp
_ Bersih. 5 rally,” said Azhari.

Last month, Pas secretary-general
Tald’yuddm Hassan said the party-

. would not participate in Bersih 5 as

it felt that the movement had ob-
jectives that contradicted Pas’ prin-
ciples.



