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Down to the
last detail

SIGNIFICANT: Najib
“highlights German
precision as he
ends 3-day trip

Reporting from Berlin

ERMAN precision was at

work when Malaysian d,rplo-

mats received a last-minute

“cue” from German protocol ahead.
of the official welcoming ceremony
for Datuk Seri Najib Razak at Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel‘s*offi

NDT- 3o{alwe(g

studying in Germany.

Another point was the srgmfi—
cance of Najib’s visit itself. It has
been a long time since Negaraku
filled the air in the seat of the Ger-

man government here.

The ‘last official visit by a
Malaysmn leader to Germany was 11
years ago, when Tun Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi came in 2005

Malaysian-German diplomatic ties
for granted, judging by the lack of
top-level engagements. This could
be due to the fact that there was
strong business and econormc co-
operation.

For first-time vxsltors to Berlm it

is hard to describe how this once-
~ divided crty has mushroomed smce

Some Berhners feel that the crty 1s

e ~ like one of those that are constantly

peared sharp at noon to welcome

1chstag_(German Parlia-

“The Germéihé precision and other
good values were not the only thing

that caught Najib’s attention, a point

that he raised when he later met a
group of Malaysians working or

her Malaysian guest at the chan-
d: overloo_kingi ‘the

It is deﬁmtely cheaper than Lon-
don, grittier than Paris and trendier
‘than Rome, buzzing with artists,
students and musicians.

‘One foreigner turned Berliner said
~ the city was like one giant university,
where every person seemed to be
starting their thesis, completing
their second degree or involved in
some form of research.

How would Berliners describe the
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State Premier Erwin Sellering at the MV Wetften smpyards in
Wismar northern Germany. AFP pic

that Putra)aya may have ‘taken

changmghand permanently on the

‘verge of becommg the next big -
@‘Ehmg
Merkel, in a cream Iacket ap- :

city in three words? “EVblvmg” “his-
torical” and “cultural” could be the
answer.

~ Najib later confided that he found
bilateral talks with Merkel to be re-
ally engaging, frank and fulfilling.
Merkel even inquired about Islam,

and how Malaysian civil and syanah ;

courts worked.
The former research scientist,

who has been chancellot since 2005

and leader of the Christian Demo-

cratic Union since 2000, also used e

her “environment” cap to probe Na-
jib over oil palm practices.

cellor Helmut Kohl.

Merkel, who has also been de-
scribed as the de facto leader of the
European Union, told the media af-
ter her talks with Najib that the

Malaysian leader had assured her .

that Malaysia was no longer using
slash-and-burn methods to create
-areas for oil palm cultivation.

Najib used the meeting to invite
representatives of the German Bun-

After all, she was the envitronment
minister in 1994 under then chan-

destag (Parliament) to visit Malaysra
to see for themselves the progress
“that the country. had made in the

area. He stressed that the Malaysian

palm oil mdustry was comtmtted
to sustamabmty 2k

The rule of law, fight against cor-
ruptlon and situation of religious

* minorities, on the one hand, and

Mushms in Malaysia, on the other,
were additional subjects discussed
in the talks, reported Merkel.

“We hope Malaysia continues to
“make good progress, enabling civil
society to develop well and human
- rights to be accepted, t0o.” :

But, Najib, in turn, has a lot of
praise for her refugee policy.

- “I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to compliment the federal
chancellor on the role that Germany
has played in takingin refugees

Before returning home from the
German trip, Najib visited a Genting
ship-building company near here,
feeling really inspired that when it
comes to business, the Germans can
deliver, and with precision.



