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‘High Court
meeting
not smcere(w

POI.ITICAI. MOTIVE:
Aimed at winning
opposition support,
says Zahid

FAZLEENA AZIZ
AND NUR AQIDAH AZIZI
PUTRAJAYA
néws@nst.com.my

HE meeting between Tun Dr

Mahathir Mohamad and

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
was merely a desperate political
move without any sincerity, Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ah-
mad Zahid Hamidi said.

Zahid, who is also Umno vice-

NS

ate political motive wm:t nall over it
because the support from the op-

position camp towards him is un-

. clear,” he said yesterday.

president, said the action by the for-

mer prime minister was only aimed
at garnering support from the op-
position.

“Even though it seems like Dr Ma-

-hathir has a big heart in meeting
Anwar but there i 13 diffgxent mean-
mg foritall. :

“The meeting does not mean he

(Dr-Mahathir) agrees or wants tobe'

friends with Anwar... it has desper-

Earlier, Pulai Umno division chief

Datuk Nur Jazlan Mohamed also
weighed in on the meeting, saying
that it would not boost support for
the former prime minister’s
fledgling coalition. :

Instead, he said, the meeting
would put off many PKR members,
who still recall the episodes in 1998
involving Dr Mahathir and Anwar.

Nur Jazlan said Dr Mahathir’s
meeting with Anwar was geared
solely towards courting PKR’s *'sup-
port.

“Many people left Umno to jom'

PKR because of what he did to An-
war.

“There are others in PKR as well as
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) who did not like what he (Dr
Mahathir) did during his reign as
prime minister.

“So, I think the meeting will turn
off PKR members and help Umno as
well as Barisan Nasional in the next

general election, with ‘members

leaving PKR to express their unhap~
‘piness,” he said after launching the
Home Ministry’s Security Psychol-

Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Datuk Seﬁ Anwar

Monday.

. 0gy Seminar 2016 and Security Pro-

filing System (SPiK) here.

Nur Jazlan said the opposition
was desperately trying to find ways
to unify the weak coalition through

anyone, mcludmg the former prime
- minister. /
~ On Monday, Dr Mahathir showed
" upin courtin support of Anwar, who

had filed an application for an in-

 terim injunction on the National Se-

curity Council (NSC) Act..
Jazlan, who is also depuw home
minister, said the n

object to the decision.

Dr Mahathir had said that he was-

only present in court to support An-

war’s bid to temporarily block the

government from imi)léﬁi‘e\fﬁngthe

_new law.

-

In the 20-minute meeting, Dr Ma-
hathir who arrived at 2.50pm, was
seen shaking hands with Anwar as
he arrived escorted by prison offi-
cers to attend a hearing application

: for the NSC Act.

MIC National Youth leader C.
Sivarraajh said Dr Mahathir was
merely using Anwar to achieve his
political agenda.

He said Dr Mahathir would not
stop until he could topple Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak at

_any cost.
the two was allowed by the tourt to.
‘enable them to discuss the NSG«A% .

* and the Prisons Departmentm& riot

He said the meeting was “political
expediency at play and to the high-
estorder”. -

“Does Dr Mahathir have no hon-
our, no prineiples and no ideology?

“He maintains that Anwar was
morally unfit to succeed him and
did so for 18 long years but now all of
a sudden he is lowering himself, al-

dbtéghim at tl;e Igyala Lumj%r Hzgh Court on

most prostrating himself before An-

war,” he said in a statement to
Bernama.

In Seremban, Teluk Kemang Um-
no division chief Tan Sri Isa Samad
said Dr Mahathir’s decision to be
present in court to support Anwar’s
bid to temporarily block the gov-
ernment from implementing the
NSC' Act, could be driven by per-
sonal agenda.

“By now, we are all aware of Tun
M’s intention to remove the Prime
Minister, Datuk Seri Najib Razak. I
think he’s desperate for support to
achieve his goal.”

Isa added that Anwar’s desire to
become prime minister could also
have eclipsed his desire for
vengeance towards Dr Mabhathir,
who was responsible for his uncer-
emonious removal from the govern-
ment nearly two decades ago.



