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ARISAN Nasional has set up a
special committee to look into
the Election Commission’s
(EC) proposed redelineation of elec-

toral borders, said BN chairman and -

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak yesterday.

Najib, who is also Umno presi-
dent, said the coalition would sub-
mit its feedback on the redelineation
exercise to the EC once it had gath-
ered and streamlined the views of
component parties.

“BN component patties, including
Umno, have different views on the
EC’s preliminary proposal because
there are numerous effects and im-
plications that have to be consid-
ered.

“We will consolidate our views

through a committee that will be
chaired by the BN secretary-general
(Datuk Seri Tengku Adnan Tengku
Mansor),” he said after chairing a BN
Supreme Council meeting here yes-
terday. :

He said the committee, to com-
prise the secretaries-general of com-
ponent parties, would produce a de-
tailed feedback on the EC’s propos-
alr =

“Hopefully, we will come to a de-
cision that is fair to all parties.”

Present were Tengku Adnan, MCA
president DatukSeri Liow Tiong Lai,
MIC president Datuk Seri Dr S. Sub-
ramaniam, Gerakan president
Datuk Seri Mah Siew Keong,
Sarawak BN chairman Tan Sri Ade-
nan- Satem, Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah president Tan Sri Joseph Ku-
rup and MyPPP president Tan Sri M.

. Kayveas.

The BN Supreme Council meeting
was held to allow component parties

to table their initial views on the

EC’s redelineation proposal.

_ Najib made it clear that the EC
must gather feedback from all quar-
ters before seeking approval for its
proposal.

“There must be full public engage-
ment with all parties, including the
opposition. Opposition parties have
a right to give their views,” he said,
adding that the committee set up by
BN would hold a meeting soon.

“We will adhere to the EC’s time-
frame and present our views before
the deadline. Hence, it is untrue that
Umno has accepted (the proposal).
There are many opinions in Umno
(regarding the redelineation). -

“This is a preliminary proposal
and has not been finalised. We can
evaluate the proposal only after the

‘engagement process.

“Only then can we decide if the
redelineation is fair (to all parties) or
otherwise.”

The EC has said those who ob-

_ jected to the proposed changes

could submit their complaints with-
in a month of the notice’s gazette-
ment.

Only parties allowed by the Con-
stitution are permitted to make ob-
jections, namely state governments,
local authorities in constituencies
partly or wholly involved in the ex-
ercise, or a group of 100 or more
registered voters, whose names are
listed in the electoral roll in the con-
stituencies involved. ’

The notice on the EC’s recommen-
dations, along with the draft plan of
the constituencies, will be displayed
for a month, starting Sept 15, in the
affected areas.

The EC has said any rejection of
the recommendations would have to
be presented in writing and ad-
dressed to the respective state EC
directors. Additional reporting by
Adrian Lai |



