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‘Moments of unity bring
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APPRECIATE EACH OTHER': Malay5|a S
spirit of unity transcends race and will
preserve country's peace, says Najib
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ALAYSIANS must promote
more moments of unity to
M preserve the country’s in-
dependence, peace and sovereignty.
Citing Malaysia’s recent achieve-
ment at the Olympic Games in Rio
de Janeiro as an example, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said
ithad strengthened unity among the
country’s multiracial community.
In his “Amanat Merdeka” message
yesterday, Najib said Datuk Lee
Chong Wei’s performance in the
badminton men’s singles finals was

a “moment of unity” for Malaysians. '

“My wife and I watched (Lee’s
match) at Dataran Putrajaya and
caught the exciting moments.

“What was interesting and special

- was that the majority of Lee’s sup-

porters were Malays, who cheered
loudly for the king of Malaysian bad-
minton,” he said to applause from
the audience at the Putra World
Trade Centre here.
+Najib also paid tribute to national
badminton legend Datuk Misbun
Sidek, who had trained Lee and act-
ed as his mentor.
“This is the beauty and miracle of

‘Malaysia... Our spirit of unity tran-

scends the boundary of race. We
help and appreciate each other as
Malaysians.”

The audience roared to show their
approval for Lee, who was also pre-
sent.

Najib, in his heartfelt speech, also
spoke about a fa-

example of national unity.

Najib congratulated cartoonist
Datuk Mohammad Nor Khalid, bet-
ter known as Lat, for his ability to

illustrate the coun-

“What is special is that its cus-
tomers are people of various races
and backgrounds,” Najib said,
adding that such eateries were an

mouseateryinlpoh | © ° try’s unity through
g;rait\/i x:la: strizcllluefnte;g " This is the his gnique Qra\:ings
s fro and comics on
all walks of life. . beautyand Malaysian life.
“This Nasi Kan- = miracle of Malaysia... “Through his im-
darstallisknownas | Qur spirit of um'ty mensely popular
‘vanggey’, which ; and famous book
means ‘please transcends the Kampung Boy, Lat
come’ in Tamil. boundary of race. accurately painted a
“It is unique be- . We help and picture of multicul-
cause it operates in H tural Malaysia.”
a Chinese-owned apﬁ rec'a:/el ela‘:h. Najib said Lat’s
restaurant called = Other asMalaysians. ;o /rayal of Malay-
Rumah Tumpan- ] sian life, through
gan dan Kedai Kopi = Datuk SeriNajib Razak  he colourful char-
Yong Suan, that has ! acters and witty di-
existed since 1957. alogue, had cap-

tured the imagination of many.

“Itis obvious that Datuk Lat’s writ-
ings and drawings are well loved by
many races.
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“This is another moment of unity
and proof that Malaysians of various
backgrounds can live under the
same roof.”

He praised the film Ola Bola, say-
ing the movie brought Malaysians
together in the fight to build a great
and dignified country.

“Another example of Malaysia’s
moments of unity is Hari Raya Aidil-
fitri open houses, which have im-
pressed tourists.”

He said the government, since in-
dependence in 1957, practised inclu-
sive policies and had never sidelined
any ethnic community.

“Our national diving queens, Pan-
delela Rinong and Cheong Jun
Hoong, who grabbed silver at the Rio
Olympics, are a shining example.

“Pandelela, a Bidayuh girl from
Sarawak, has proven that even rep-
resentatives from minority commu-

" nities can become champions.

“Truly, the spirit of mdependence
belongs to everyone.”



