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I'M PRIVILEGED TO
HAVE KNOWN HIM,

Tun Razak was a good judge of character
and he understood poverty, says Tunku

Shahriman

FAUZIAH ISMAIL
KUALA LUMPUR

AN Sei Tunku Shahri-
man Tunku Sulsiman
wat g 27-year-od assis-

tant district officer in
Triang (now Bera), Temerloh, Pa-
hung, when he first mét secand
peime minister Tun Abdul Ruzak
Husseln, who was the member of
partismend for Temerloh, and lat-
o Pekan. TS wog in 1659,

A few months after the firse
meedm. e was transferred to
* Rompin: Back then, Rompin woe
under the Pekan constitoency.

*1 would [llow Razsk on his
wisits 10 villages. He woud sit on
the floor und eat with the vil-
hm&kkmhewnumd

h-ww

Mong.
lived with fis grandfather, He
spent the weekends loaking ofter
his grandfather's buffuloss, for
wivich b was paid two sen,
“He told me lie went to schoal
burefooted because some of his
schoolmates didn't have shoes.

“So, he understood poverty”

Tunky Shabriman, now 85, had
gréal admiration for Razak for
the way ho worked and how firm
he wits.

The second prime ministarhad
00 qualms trunsferring inefli-
clent people, Nobody whe
woeked vader him coald cur -
farrgy (ks of) ut wordc.

"When | was the ussistant dis-
trict officer of Rompin, thepe was
0o road from Endsu to Kualy
Rompin. Thére was o grnt to
bulld & rosd ond the engineer in
charge was on expatriate.

“He wns a drunkard. He didn't
do the wark he was suppased to
dha. Then, we got o 24-haur natice
of Razak's visit. | saw the engi-
Besr gweating profusely, pacing
up and down the road Riznk
came and saw the Smited work
that had been done.

“He guva the orang putil a 24-
hiar potice of teansler, Hle (the
engnper) did not even hive time
ta saygondbye to me.*

Anather example Turku Shah-
riman gave of Razak's incegrity
was when he (Tunka Shahriman)
was the director-genenil of the

Implementation, Coordination
and Evaluation Unit, reporting
directly to the prime minister.

"These wis n proposst for a
husiness joint-venture, which the
chiel executive officer of & gov-
ernment company gave to his
own family's company. | told
Fazak about ft.

"He toid me: *Shahriman, this
mun {the CEO) is my friend. You
must take action, Go 'to Dr [small
{deputy prime minsster Tun Dr
[smea Abdul Rohman}, Ask him.'

“I weat to see lsmoll and told
him ubaut it. lsmaily reply was
simpie Heaid: 'Coll the man, ask
hie whether he did it or net. [ he
did, he shoald reslgn. (Fhe denies
it, tell him that | will Ivestigute
and ithe ks in the wranj, | will pat
hiinx behind bars!

“The CEQ quit.”

was i good judge of charscter,
and heo was careful in choosing
the right person foe the ob

“He chose peaple whom he
could trust” Tunky Shahréman
salth, nikling that Razak woukl ul-
%0 teat thom.

He said when be nns the state
government officerin Ipoh, there
wis 1 company called Sysrikue
Permodalan Peruk. He was ol
lered ahires In the company but
didd not take it up.

Later, Razak asked for the som-
pany shareholders'Tist,

"He todd me he was giad my
nime wis not an the lse”

Razak himsell dascribed
Tunky Shahrimin as “his most
trusted ohél servant” whea an-
nomncing st an Ummozssembly (n
1974 thas he (Tunku Shahriman)
was Lo take over Perbodanan Na-
sional Bhel (Permas) fram Tengku
FRazaleigh Hamzah, who was to
head Petronas then.

Hewent an to become the bng-
seeving CEO of o government:
linked company, working m Per-
nazs for 27 years. And Tunku
Shahriman was also the one
whom Razak dirocted to see o
sitting mantec) besar to ask him

{0 resign,

As much as he wag firm in of:
fice, Tunku Shahriman said
Ruzak was slso 4 kind-hearted
and friendly persan.

He and » few friends, Including
Rozak's chief secretary and aide
de camp, were among thoss who
spent hofidays with the prime
minister’s famsily.

“At the end of the year, Razak
would tuo: his famity and 1 for
holidiy an the ship Hang Tk,

‘whery we would sail from Kuali

Lumpur to' Penang. We woukd
#0p at Pangkor, where Razak
woukl water ski

“In Penang, he would weloome
Tun Lim Chong Eu(then chiefmin-
ster} on board, who would being
the island’s best steeet food "

Anather place where fazik
would take friends with him on
bolickrys is Fraser's HIll, where bs
would play golf.

“We played go¥f with him, and
Inter zat down for some chic-chat
and 2 gare of cards™

Tunkuy Shahrimun, who is &
baard of trustess momber in the
Tun Razak Feundation, said he
felt privileged to have Known
Razak casely and was proud to
have earmed his trust.



