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ECRL

The project sets the
tone for an economic
spin-off and positive
social impact for the
east coast states

PRIMI! Mintster Dutuk Seri
Nﬂlh Razak yesterday
described the establishment
of the East Coast Rall Link
(ECRI) a5 a “game changer"”
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He sald the rai umneytmm
the Integritid Trins; Ter-
minal (ITT) In Gombak, Selary-
aor to Kota Barw, Kelantan,
was expected to be less than
four hours compared to the
average eight hours and oven
du;;iu 12 hours or maore, during

festive seasons, thus mak-

ing the ECRL a comfortably
altomljve transportation
medium once copmpleted.

“The ECRL project also sets
s
off a tive
for the east coast states. Tt will
be a catalyst for economic
exquality  the west and
st coust a5 it will stimilate
Investment, spur commercial
actlv‘llies, create am|
facilitate quality

nd boost tourism in Pahang.
’l'aenggamx ‘and Kelantan,”
said this in his speech
during the ECRL ground-
bresking ceremony held at
the L KotaSas Central
Statlon Project site in Kuantan
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vesterday, It was wlmmﬂ

by, among others, China State
Couudl Vice Premlec Wang
Yang, China Communicathons
Construction Co Ltd {COCC)
ED and chairman Liu Qitao,
and Malaysia Rail Link Sdn
Bhd (MREL) chairman Tan Sri
Dr Mohd Irwan Serigae
Abdullah.

Also present were Ty
Minister Datuk Serl Li
1ai and the three east
coast states’ Mentyi Besar,
Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob
frp i dm
n
ganu) and Datuk Ahmad
Yakob

Najib noted :zal the BCRL,
which woold become the
nation's longest tall project
with a total of 88km of mil

g& interest of Malaymm in
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Minister's Departiment
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ndbraaking cersmony yesterday

‘mmm bilion to be-
built by

‘the CCCC, ono of the
leading om infra-
structure groups and named as
The thivd fop intérnational con-
tractor i the world with MRL
tasked as the owner,
CMaiaysia also received

- attractive

torms for
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Nmib also strossed that the
vernment had fut

the project, imcluding roming
o an agreement with China

that at feass 30% of ian
contractors to be umﬂm
ttu% mpact profect,
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“Therefore, [ urge the local
contractory with capabilities
and know-how to seize this

ity and participate in
this momentous project that
will stimulate economic

MW&“CN“B@-
nomic (ECER).

“We bg n t0 incorporaty
3,600 Malaysian students

under this training pro-
gramme where (hey ‘\‘ﬂﬂ

trained according o lhe sylh-;

bus jointiy developed by two

pmmuwnl Chinese univensi-

ties and nine institutions of

higher learning b Malayula,
“Studants who complete the

me changer for Malaysia

“The revenue from the
operation of the BCRL is pro-
jected 1o b obtained through
a portation ratio of 30%

training will automatscally be
offered jobs by MRL, the pro-
Ject owner and COCC as the
main contractor or their sub-
contractomn,” be said.

Nujib said the ECRL ahgn-
ment would also promote the
developmient of {ndustelal
Areasand the growlng teend of
Transit Oriented Eevelopment
that would nurture compact
residential districts and com-

mercisl centrey along the rail

stutions, hence benefitting the
major towns designated as
i stations for the project.

For exnmple be said, the
BORL will link the key sco-
nomic industrial areas with
the ECER soch o= the Malay-
sia-China Kuantan Industrial
Pu:anl (’-umbmg Halal Park
in

Bopolymer
Park ('!'u “ﬁnm) and Tok
Ball Integ, Fashesien Park
{Kefantan),

“Fwould like fo enphussise
that the ECRL 15 rakyat-centrsc.
The government has forecasted
the domestic product for
the ouf coast states fo

pal i
ate W
d'?l;‘!‘w fability of the ECR

Vi Lis
i ted as it is esthm:ls

amill -
3 million tonnes of cargo will
use the service annually by
year 2030 an the primary trans-

port between the cast coast
and west coast.

ssengers and A freight,”
csaki =

The prh;:e minister alvo
described the development of
the ECRL as thmely with the
angaing expansion of Kuantan
Fort into a deep-water terminal
that would nooey be able 10 cater
to larger Vessels up 10 200,000
deadwesight tonnags or 18,000
twenty-loot equivalent unit
contilner ships

Desplte lots of sdvantages to
be gained from this mega
joct, Najlb regratied that some
partics were tryving to deril
the ECRL, bul gave his aasur-
ance that the government
would ensure. that the ECRL
would be completod success-
fully in 2024, as promised,

“The federal leadership
Is also grateful to the state
governments of Kelantan,
Terengganu, Pahong and Sel-
angor for thele full coopern-
tion and support to this pro-
m Iy in matters of

acquisition which is per-
Unent to the construction of
the new rail link.

the BCRL, ance completed, will
take us gquite some distance

towards attaining our national
aspirations. Therefore, lsaek
llwmuumlu
tiom, knowl andaxpmm
lmm..llhf.lu.stakmw
ensure o smoonth and success-
ful delivery of this rail project.”
he said. — Bermuma



