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Najib:

This would bring new
rtunities to nearly
half the world's

population,
representing 30% of
global GDP

by PPREMKUMAR

ASEAN is moving forward
with the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership
(RCEP} in line with its goal to
become the fourth-largest
economy by 2050, accarding to
Prime Minister (PM) Datuk
Seri Mohd Najib Razak.

In a speech yesterday, Najit
said Asean ledds and drives
RCEP further as it would bring
new opportunities to nearly
half the world's population,
representing 30% of the global
gross domestic product (GDP),

"With o combined GDP of
USS2,6 tritlion (RMI12 tel-
lion), Asean is the world’s
sixth-largest econamy, and s
projected to become the
fourth-argest economy in the
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world by 2050 at the latest,

‘with some estimating we will

reach that position by 2080, he
sald at the 50th Anniversary
of Asean celebration,

Also present al the event
were Deputy Peime Minister
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid

Asean moving fog
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50th Anniversary of Asean celebration in KLCT. The

inthe

Hamidi, Foreign Affairs
Minister Datuk Seri Anifah
Aman and International Trade
and Industry Minister Datuk
Seri Mustapa Mohamed.

The P'M also attributed the
Asean way — unity among
its 10 members — as an

effrcmu way torward.

“Many authorities are now
saying that it was a far more
suifable model for Asean mem-
bers and for other developing
natlans, than those of other
regional associations that were
now fi themselves trou-
bled by division," Najib added.

Asean'’s strength, he sad, i
based on the spirit of friend-
ship and making decislons
based an mutual consensus,

while recognising the sove-
reignty of each coantry.

Nujib further said Asean is
now recognised as a primary
driving force in the regional
political, security and eco-
nomic architecture, which saw
major powers being brought
together to negotiate and dis-
cuss lmpnmm issues of the
day through dialogues inciu-
ding the Asein Regional Forum
and the East Asta Summit.

The Asean Way is a series of
principles that were adopted
when Asean was formed in
1967, which places extreme
emphasis on national sove-
reignty and the commitmen!
to non-intervention in affairs

ward

n by -

of member countties.

Touching on the Asean
Community, Najib said Malay-
sia remaing proud that the
Declaration on the Establish-
ment of the Asean Community
was issued during the coun-
try’s chalemanship in Novem-
ber 2015

“We reaffirmed our past
commitments, and underined
our aspiration towards creating
arulesbased, people-otiented
and people-centred Asean
Community In which our pec-

ples partivipate and benefit-

fully from Asean integration
and community building.

“We also ‘produced a
roadmap that will guide us
during the decade up until
2125, as we aim for & cammu-
nity that is Hy cofiesive,
econamically integrated and
socially responsible,” he said,
noting that the key to having

p-Centred Asean” was
putting the citizens ot the heart
of Asean.

He said Asean at 50 was a
milestone, und it meant a
great deal to him personally
since his late father Tun

with RCEP
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Abdul Razak Hussein was
one of the five founding
fathers who signed the
Bangkok Declaration.

“Twas a teenager then, but |
wis aware that this was d
momentons occasion, one that
represented an important col-
lective regional effort to build
lnsting ponds of friendship
with one another,

“It is worth thinking back to
that time, and remembering
that our region way beset by
many conflicts and troubles,
Stability and peace were not to
be taken for gmnu'd in fact,
quite the opposite.” he said.

Asean was established on
Aug 8 1957, in Bangkok, with
the signing of the Asean Decla-
ration. (Bangkok Declamation)
by the founding fathers of
Asean, namely Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines;
Singapore and Thailand.

Brunel Darussalam joined
Asean on Jan 7, 1984; Vietnam
on July 285, 1995; Laos and
Myanmar on July 23, 1997 and
Cambodin on April 30, 1999,
making up what is today the 10
member states of Asean.



