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Constitutional TCNI'LSI-- |

looms

3 e\zoﬂ £y \S

M'sian Bar may challenge top judges’ extension of service

By SHAILA KOSHY

loshy@thestar.com,my

KUALA LUMPUR: The top two in
ia have been od into ajmwistim-

crisis through ne fault of their owi.
Chief]um'l‘anSrlMdehantmd
Court of Appeal (PCA) president Tan Srl
Zulkefli Ahmad Makinudin, two respected
f)ersomlmestn ﬁeld.gt:'ldﬁne;g:}y
enge from the Malaysian today
continue in their posts after thelr official

retirement.

Warch 4 resps ity and Wi IR Gna
28, respe y, and were ona

six-month extension of service before they

w%appo!medmthmmmm positions an

April 1.

While Raus’ extension ends today, Zulkefli’s
will end on Sept 27.

The controversy erupted when the Prime
Mnnstestfﬁce(PMO)ammmcedon]uly?
that the two men would be
“additional” judges under Article: ,(M)ot
the Federal Constitution (three years for Raus
and two years for Zulkeili) when their exten-
sions expire so they could continue to serve in
their positions.

The PMO statement added that on his last
day #s head of the Judiciary on March 30,
l‘umerqm&rugnbk:inammm
appointments to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong,

However, legal observers argue that “addi-
tional" judges were previously appointed
after they retired and did not take up such

high posts.

m‘{.‘l;e y t‘lvglnppohmmbymem
actingon advice of the Prime Minister after
consultation with the Conference of Rulers, as

mmmdammw’z;m.
the King will have to swear him in a¢ an addj-

al meeting (EGM) today to consider two
opoliniis’ AL st 500 sesibims e
ast ave tov
beptmrtforﬂmEGMmpmmd
Bardoanotqnesdcnthe
cnh or suitability of the cur-
rent CJ and

“However, their tenures do, and mnn.
come 16 an end on Aug 3 and Sept 27,
tively, and they ¢annot continue to hold

thereafter,” Bar L George
Rakd the appotntents i ot 1l Wit

He a not fall wi
in the purpose of a “additional”
judges, adding that
as CJ and PCA would “lead to the inference
that there is a dearth of appropriate candi-
dammmng the eminent current members

m&dualmeermmsunahlemd

ppomﬂng addlﬁonnlfudseson the advice

theq;andmm).
Senior lawyer Tan Sri Muhammad Shafee
Abdullah was reported to have said that the
constitutional.

€] and PCA are contrary to the Intent and spir-
it of the amendment to Article 122(1A) which
anmbra additional judges”
not want to be named
wauld mr"msnotclw-:ut'
is eager to know the outcome of
dieBm"tEGMasupreviouslynmmncectBar
forum on the same topic scheduled for last
night was can
The Bar president’s explapation that the
forum was too close to the EGM and that all
the council staff were involved in prepara-
tions for the meeting did not go down well.
They were hoping to watch two senior Bar
members with renowned advocacy skills —
former Federal Court judge Datuk Seri Gopal
$ri Ram and Muhammad Shafee — debate.

The between Gopal - m
'8 ,herorehewasappuhued- "
g‘d\e : of Muhammaz
Shafee would have tbepnhncﬂmhand

information from both sides of the coin and
the opportunity to ask questions of the two
constitutional Iaw experts.

Raus and Zulkefll, who kave the distinetion

‘of being from the first batch of law graduates

from Universiti Malaya, have been involved
in improving the administration of the courts

for some years now,
'meyd!dnotnaadwhe between a
stage of their

rock and a hard place at
career.




