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jes for Asean

Member nations must ensure the people's needs form the core of development, says PM

By RAZAK AHMAD
razak@thestarcommy

KUALA LUMPUR: Good govemn-
ance, transparency and greater
opportunities must count as top
priorines for the governmenis of
member countries, said

Dmuk Seri Najib Tun Razak,
The Prime Minister said higher
standards of living, sustainable
development, the empowerment of

woren and greater oppmmnny for
all should ng: be put dt the top
agenda of Asean countries.

“The keyto;vha(weneedmdom
@ we have a
e v s e
heart of Asean.

ty-building,

“We must put people’s aspira-
tions at the centre of our communi-
* the Prime Minister
said in his speech at Asean’s 50th
anniversary celebration held here

Alsopresemwembepmy
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi, Minister

Foreign
Datuk Seri Anifah Aman and
International Trade and Industry
Minister Datuk Seri Mustapa
Mtt? 1jib said hy proud that

ajib said he was very
during Malaysia's chalrmanship In
November 2015, Asean Issued the
Declaration on the Establishment of

the Asean Community.

The Prime Minister said Asean

membguouunm must ;t‘rsivemt:_
vant and a tangible reality to their

ple.
pe;!e said member countries must

raise awareness of Asean’s history

and achievements; and explain its

future plans.
'l‘hisissothutonedaywewm

‘think of ourselves not onl

Maligidans, but/alss a§ peadle. of
Asean.”

Sm‘l;lttel’tlmemnistersaid Asean's
anniversary was not just an
milestone but meant a

great deal to him personally,
“This 15 because, as most of you
will krow, my father Tun Abdul
Razak Hussein, who was then

Depu Prime Minister, was one of
founding fathers who
mgﬂ.&e Bangkok Declaration,”

The Declaration, signed on Aug 8,
1967, is the founding document for

]lb sald It was worth noting
that the region back then was beset
with many conflicts and troubles,

Since then, Asean has developed
rapidly in terms of stability and
economic development, he added.

At the same ttme,wehavemsm-
tained the spirit of frisndship, tak
ing decisions by consensus, and rec-
ognising the sovereignty of the indi-
vidual countries,

"We unite in Asean but we don't

lntu'fere irt the intemn‘laﬂ'nlm of

Way as this

is mllad, has brought stability and
proa)erhy to the region, Najib said.

any authorities are now msgz'e
ing that it is a far more sul
model {or us, and for other develop-
ing nations, than those of other
reglonal associations that are now
finding themselves troubled by divi-
sion,” added Najib.
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