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Najib confident of
Zahld's onalty aa

> Zahid has been with me todefendZahldandhewonbynvows.'he

through thick and thin: PM - “Itlsilloglcalthata&erhebecmnethe
mmistu.hewonldgono'l‘un
BY HAIKAL JALIL -tdtoppeme. le and wrong,
newsdesk@thesundally.com it is an outright he."N said.
: “Don’tletxhishndofstoryrevolve.
SHAH ALAM: Prime Minister Datuk Seri ‘Believe that the leadership of Umno is
Najib Abdul Razak has expressed strong. I'will remain confident with Ahmad
conﬁdenceinthelayaltyof%y Zahidasmydeputynndot‘story”hgsaid
describing Datuk Seri Ahmad. in his speech at the opening of Shah Alam
Hmmdxasafhendmgmdandhnﬂtme% ‘Umno division meeting at SMK Seksyen 18
Najib, who is also Umno president, sai here.
thetwoofthemhavehadalonghlstoryof Last Tuesday, Mahathir alleged the
friendship - spanning more than 30 years - meeting between Ahmad Zahid and him
bachngeachotherdxroughﬂmeupsand was held just days after the latter was
downs of politics. inted as the deputy prime minister in
His defence of AhmadZahxdmmeiust ]Efo
days after former premier Tun Dr In response, Ahmad Zahid, despite
Mahathir Mohamad claimed Ahmad Zahid conﬁrmmgthemeeung,statedthathehnd
had met him in the past to topple Najib. never suggested for Najib to be toppled,
“He has been with me since 1986, addmgthathehadavonoereoordmgofthe

through thick and thin. I once defended

meeting.
Zahid as the Bagan Datoh Umno Youth Najib also said Ahmad Zahid was forced
chief. I went there as the Umno Youth chief  to resign from his post as the Umno Youth

chief when he was detained under the
Internal Security Act in 1998, during
Mahathir’s tenure.

Najib said his deputy was then

mwmd asxfagunwaspomtedtohls
" during Mahathir's leadership to sign
alettetstatmg that he had voluntarily

d from the Youth chief post.
In his call to Barisan Nasional (BN) to

‘win back Selangor, Najib warned that the

federal coalition could lose the state
forever ifit fails to wrest back Selangor in
the next general election (GE).

“We lost the first time (GEi2) and were
left with 20 seats in Selangor. The second
time (GE13) we were reduced to 12 seats.
Don'tlet be a third time,” he said.

Najib said the fight for Selangor could
only be won by capturing the hearts of
voters in the Shah Alam parliamentary seat.

“If we want to bring es to
Selangor’s political landscape, if we want
BNtoretumtopower,umuststartwnh
Shah Alam, which is the state’s capital,” he
said.



