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PM lauds women's reS|I|e
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Mala\/SIan ladies are tough and have a gallant splrlt says Najib

All smiles: Najib chatting with recipients of the Bukit Sijau and Taman Agropolifan Lepar Felcra land project after presenting them with certificates at the
Kampung Seri Makmur community hall in Pekan, Pahang. — Bernama ,-

By ONG HAN SEAN
hansean@thestar.com.my

PEKAN: The Government has
always given priority to women’s
empowerment and that is why
women’s position in Malaysia is far
above many other countries, Prime

Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun

Razak said.

Women in Malaysia are consi-
dered more advanced and in the
forefront compared to those in
developing countries or other
Muslim countries, he said.

Najib said that whether it was
among developing countries or
the Organisation of Islamic Coope-
ration, Malaysian women enjoy an

extraordinary standing.

“The struggle is not over. I think
women shouldn’t be looked at as
weak and require help all the time.

“In fact, I am impressed with our
women who are tough and possess
a gallant spirit. These are the ingre-
dients to achieve success.

“Our agenda is still not over and
more will be carried out.

“This is the ingredient for us to
achieve more success.

“Women are not only to sit at the
kitchen corner or lulling children
or simply to run a household,” Na-
jib said at the opening of the Pekan
Women’s Institute (WI) annual ge-
neral meeting here yesterday.

He added that women also con-

tributed to nation building as well.
The achievement, he said, was
the outcome of continued commit-

ment and agenda that was given .

priority by the Government in
addition to the women’s attitude of

- being resilient, courageous and

determined.

“I believe women can multi-task
and add value to their families,
whether it is managing economy,
guiding their children or even pro-
viding additional income,” he said.

Najib said through Amanah
Ikhtiar Malaysia and Tekun, more
than 2.5 million women have ob-
tained micro-credit loans amount-
ing to RM13.5hil since 2009.

“The remarkable thing is up to

98% of these borrowers have
already repaid their loans.

“That’s how special they are.
Women can be relied on.

“When we treat women well, our
country will also progress and our
family stands to benefit,” he said.

Najib, who is also Pekan Member
of Parliament, said the WI was
close to his heart and ‘that of his
wife Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor
because it was active in numerous
activities that benefited its almost
2,500 members.

He hoped this would be emula-
ted by other non-governmental
organisations so that they could
attract people to ]om in their acti-
vities.



