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ASSURANCE T0 COMMUNITY

Najib: | accept Indian ¢ 5
Muslims as Bumlputeras

KAJANG: Malaysian Indian Mus-
lims have always been acknowl-
edged as Bumiputeras.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak, in stressing this, said the
community did not need to worry
about its Bumiputera status.

“l accept Indian Muslims as Bu-
miputeras. However, we have to
study how we can better imple-
ment it in terms: of administra-
tion or whether we should make
an official declaration on their
status.”

Najib said this at
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seen in the new generation who
had gone on to become accoun-
tants, lawyers and engineers.
“Despite going through various
changes, the community’s sup-
port for the government did not
diminish and remains strong.”
The prime minister said he was
touched by the presence of so
many Indian Muslim NGOs and
families at the event and it
showed their continued support-
for his leadership and the Barisan
Nasional government. -
“ want to make
Malaysia a devel-
oped country,
which is among the
top 20 countries in
the world. For this, I
need Indian Muslim
support in the 14th
General Election.”
Najib said this vi-
sion‘was only pos-
sible if he was given
the mandate.

It was orgamsed
by 131 Indian Muslim non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs).

Najib said the government
would look into a request from
the community to set up a centre
to cater to its needs.

“We will have to discuss with
community heads on the suitabil-
ity and proposal.”

He acknowledged the commu-
nity’s contribution to the na-
tion’s economic growth, especial-
ly in the food and beverage sec-
tor, as well as other sectors, such
as finance, particularly in forelgn
currency trading.

“The contribution of Indlan
Muslims to the country is highly
appreciated.”

He said the community contin-
ued to evolve and this could be

“We are an inclu-
sive government that always pri-
oritises the people and the na-
tion.

“If you want the government to
transform the country, all com-
munities, including Indian Mus-
lims, will need to support BN.”

Najib also announced that
about 10,000 Malaysian Muslim
Restaurant Association mem-
bers had agreed to provide up to
20 per cent discount to the dis-
abled people, 10 per cent dis-
count to students. and five per
cent for Friends of the Ministry of
Domestic Trade, Cooperatives
and Consumerism card holders.

Present was the Domestic
Trade, Cooperatives and Con-
sumerism Minister Datuk
Seri Hamzah Zainuddin.




