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BBCC set to transform KL

It plays a blg part in Govt's dream for Greater KL, says Najib

A new world:
BBCC's chief
executive director
Datuk Richard Ong
(left) showing Najib
the model of the
complex during the
groundbreaking
ceremony in Kuala
Lumpur. Also
present were (from
third left, front row)
Mitsui Fudosan
Asia Malaysia &
MFBBCC Retail Mall
managing director.
Takehito Fukui, Dr
Mohd Shafei, Liew
and EPF CEO Datuk
Shahril Ridza
Ridzuan.

By HEMANANTHANI SIVANANDAM
hemananthani@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The groundbreaking cere-
mony of the Bukit Bintang City Centre (BBCC)
and a retail mall marks the start of the ambi-
tious transformation of an iconic landmark in
the city.

The BBCC and Mitsui Shopping Park
(LaLaport KL) projects have entered its con-
struction stage with Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak performing the groundbreaking yester-
day.

The Prime Minister said the BBCC was a
successful example of public-private collabo-
ration which the Government was keen to
promote.

“BBCC is also an example of the key projects
which support the Government’s focus under
the Economic Transformation Programme for
Greater KL and Klang Valley,” Najib said in his
speech.

Also present were Second Finance Minister
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani, Urban
Development Authority (UDA) Holdings Bhd
and BBCC Development Sdn Bhd chairman
Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Shafei Abdullah and Eco
World Development Group Bhd chairman Tan
Sri Liew Kee Sin.

Najib said the site was historical as it was

where the old colonial-era Pudu Prison used to
. be, adding that it would be transformed into a
world-class integrated development by 2020.

“With the scarcity of land in a developed
capital city like Kuala Lumpur, it is essential
that re-development of the city centre’s brown-
field sites is done carefully and very well.

“I am pleased that the BBCC consortium has
a spectacular masterplan to regenerate this
historical location,” he added.

The BBCC sprawls over 7.85ha and will
have a total gross built-up area of 6.7 million
sq ft with a gross domestic value of RMS8.7bil.
The project is spearheaded by UDA, Eco World
and the Employees Provident Fund (EPF)
board.

Phase one, scheduled to be completed by

December 2020, will comprise a retail mall, -

entertainment hub, a four-star hotel, strata
office and two blocks of serviced apartments.

The LaLaport KL retail project is a joint
venture between Mitsui Fudosan Asia and
BBCC Development Sdn Bhd and will have a
built-up area of 1.4 million sq ft.

Poised to be the new centre of attraction for
Malaysians and tourists, it will be the first
LaLaport branded shopping mall in South-
East Asia as well as Mitsui’s flagship project in
the region.

The BBCC, said Najib, would also have its

Luimf- 21(6(?,0\7 @ a2

ful
™

|

L)

®
il

et

|

own purpose-built Transit Hub to connect to

the nearby LRT, MRT and monorail stations.
“From early on, the Government has taken

very seriously the challenges of our public

. transport system.

“Besides expediting the completmn of the
LRT extension, the Government has rapidly
undertaken the construction of the MRT sys-
tem.

“By the time BBCC opens its doors, an inte-
grated network of KTM, LRT and MRT lines, as
well as the city centre’s monorail, will be effi-
ciently transporting commuters around the
city, Greater KL, Klang Valley and beyond,”
said Najib.

Calling it an iconic development, Najib is
certain the project will draw people.

“With our investor friends from Japan
working in partnership with the Malaysian
joint developers, I am confident that BBCC will
succeed in further uplifting the image of Kuala
Lumpur as an international modern metropo-
lis,” he said.

Najib said the BBCC project, with its fully
integrated retail, leisure and entertainment
attractions, the unique Malaysia Grand Bazaar
initiated by UDA and Zepp KL Concert Hall by
Sony Music Japan, will contribute significantly
towards efforts to make the country a tourism
hub.



