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"FORMER PM WANTED TO REPAIR TARNISHED IMAGE"

T0 MEET WITH

Son of late minister
says lobbyists given
money to set up
meeting in May 2002

IL| SHAZWANI
SINTOK
news@nst.com.my

ILLIONS of ringgit

were allegedly paid

to lobbyists to ar-

range a meeting with
the then United States president
George W. Bush snd Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad in 2002.

Datuk Megat Falrouz Junaidi
claimed that his late father, Tan
Sri Megat Junid Megat Ayub, had
met with several people and pald
lobbyists, upon receiving an in-
struetion from Dr Mahlthfmo ur-
range for the meeting.

Megat Fairouz sald hig father
received the instruction
Mahathir in April 2001 Mth thc
intention to boost the former
prime minister's Image among
the US administration,

He said Dr Mahathir's image
was tarnished, especially after the
unpleasunt statement made by
the then US vice-president Al
Gore during a dinner held in con-
Junction with the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomie Summit at the
Putra World Trade Centre in
Kuals Lumpur in November 1888,

In his speech, Gore reportedly
rebuked the Malaysian govern-
ment for allegedly suppressing
freedom and praised those who
had rallied against Dr
administration following
sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar
[brahim from the post of deputy
prime minister back then,
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“My late father was in;rru
to set up o meeting between
(Tun) Dr Mahathir and the then
US president since 2001,
“Following the instruction, my
Iate father met with several quar-
ters and pgid & sum of money to
lobbyists to secure the meeting,
which eventually took
place in May 2002."
Megat Falrouz said
this when asked to com-
ment on the statement
by Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak
that the former pre-
mier's mesting with the
former US president in
2002 was arranged by n
lobbyist.
On the amount of
lﬂ pnid to the lob-
. Megat Falrouz
ald he was not In-
rmed by his father
the axact amount,
it hie claimed that it
lﬁ‘ﬁolvod millions of °

egat Fairouz's state-
ment came after by
hit out at Dr Mahathir
for paying milllons of
ringgit to a Mong Kong-based
|obbyis: to set upa meeting with

In dim!osingﬂumm. Najib
sald Dr Mahathir had paid RM7
million to lobby and meet with
Bush through « lobbylst residing
in Hong Kong,

Najib was quoted as saying that
the lobbyist was paid by award:
lng him with & lucrative project,

ILLIONS
BUSH:

an that he lud re-
celyed from Pmaldent

Najlh made the statement on
Friday evening upon his arrival at
the Kuala Lumpur International
Airport from the United Statesat
the invitation of Trump,

He said Dr Mahathir
had engaged the ser-
vices of a lobbyist
from Hong Kong to se-
cure the meoﬂngwlth
Bush,

Najib also said thn:
the lobbyist was
‘awnrded with a lucra-
tive coal project,

He chided the for-
mer prime minister
for not getting an ex-
ceptional reception

that he from
Trump on Tuesday,
despite spending mil-
lions to meet Bush.

- Muanwhile, a source
told the New Sunday
Times that part of the
millions was also paid

“to a Washington-
based lobbyist.

The source claimed
that he was with the late Megat
Junid during a dinner at Willard
Intercontinental Hotel in Wash-
lng:ondMngDrM-hzthlr’av&»

Theaoum.dalmedtlmsush
had refused to meet Dr Mahathir
the next doy after he made sar-
castic remarks about Israel dur-
ing his speech at a dinner held at
the hotel.

He claimed that Bush refused

Lo mi t Dr Mahathir till the last
ninute and only met the former
remier after the lobbyist
us meeting between
e




