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MALAYSIA PUNCHES

ABOVE ITS WEIGHT s« i

Keeping our
relationship with US
and China on an even
keel is best for us

ALAYSIANS have

been rather ncous
tomed to thele prime

ministet and othor
ministers eo:laf hm:ua.m
overseas trips with goodles
bag by way of foretgn diroct In-
vestment (FDI) pledges mo the
country challied up as & reault of
wuch trips,

S50\, 1t I most cortainly w navelty
o hexr Prime Minister Datuk Sert
Najity Ruzak tallc up Malaysisn
FOI fnto the Unived Stutes in My
first official biloteeal meeting
with Presdent Donalt T'ramp a1
the White House on Sept 19,

Nowelty, y=s but against the
nation’s own best Interests?
I

Major penision funds the world
aver scour the mdnﬁnh foe
rleh wnd rulutively safe invest:
mants In order to put the hard-
ourned savings of their cantrib-
woes o work and sary decent
returne. As ot Emgfoyesy Prov.
dent Fund (E7F) expands, it is
novural that it will Hkewlise be fol-
lowing in the footsteps ndita glob-
al peery in setTing lta investment
sights abroed

And, what betzer and sader In-
vostment haven there s than the
US, which, despite it eurrént
economic und political head-
winds, szill records steady growth
e

The privse trinleter is na dowhe
Just putting into condrete evpees-
son whit hay been pecant EPF
policy to shilt moce new EFF in.
vuatmants ubcoad. 1t s 4 no
brainor that the LS will be un vy
vious haneficlary of such o policy
shin,

Last wie gt Lo sy distract:
ed by the polivkesl nalses swirling
all srosesl us, FOis ~ whether
they be nflavws or catflown - wry
ahwayw sbout erilightenod welf-in
teresta. Decleiona on FlNe wre
never bused on dltruism or chae-
Ry, but diciaesd by onld enles)

The rare White Huuse (noite extended
diplomatic coup for Malaysiy, FiLE P2

lations a8 to where and how ta

sbtaln the best esturms, bod d

nunlivt the risks involved. Iy will
be » streteh (0 argue that B39
Investments In the US are sinkier
l.ﬁmdwnhmm:umd.
Uintefore, inany way an irrmspon
wlble investment decisinn.

Thern will e thies detractors,
o the other haeel. who uestion it
it was wise or produnt to give the
impressimn thot any EPF kyvest
ments in thee US werw somehow
the prico for imgmpermunt with the
New Trumg adminkstration. G
o0 how Trimp listepod with rape
uttention as Nallb spoke, that
sy b i fult Impression.

B, Tremp's election turned
US politica and hubel geopolitics
o their hosds and the US belng

nortured and enhanced st all

ooats,
And whillo 11w LIS retationabip is
of crucisl significance 1a
Madaywin, of far goouter impar
tmnoe st De our kong-
policy of equidistunce botween
the That eat and
will by be sustaited by s hoep
|ogrrelations with both the U6 and
China on mare or ks ogual foos
Ing wndd baluncn.

of a

And, Mulaysiuns mumt spploud
that the government still strives

& ksing propaslition for us
We need ta work te mumram
our continued relsvance m the
strategic, sconamic and pobticsl
nrunes vin b vis the superpowers
both for ity own sahe and In fisr
therunce of our bid 1o punch
above our welght g nd
Iteernatsonully:
LA s to Imvodve
greater shille, creathvty and des-
Lerity on the part of Winms Putrn

Thorefors, thise eriticising thi
Ermrnanent for cultivoting Chins

Raad

ol the globel hech
unyone Nkes It pe not, aedons
Inrge and small sre Mg thom-
selven having (o sdapt to the
charged dynumics, ane way or
the other.

Soen In sieh an mesmationsl
somtxt, the e White Houar in
Ve extended L0 U prime min
lttor s nothing shere of o digy.
athe coup for Malaysin. The subs-
text for

carlier and un aver 1o-
bt hip with
the emerging Asisn sugerpower
cannat be now criticising Putss
Suya for dodng tikewise wich the
us,

Kerping our relatianahips with
both the US und Chiea om sn evwn
kool la in che best overall Interess
for ua, A sl nation, tht Is
the beat guargntee for malngalny-
ity o relitive Indepondencs of
natlon und seeuring oriticsl lever-
age from wither power far aur own
nutinaud purposes.

andd our top officials, eapocially in
Yenlr ,‘:& % d devel-
Opments U8 Momonious B
Teumg's eloction In the US.

We imnot bt pure emntions
dictate aur resctiing to th con-
duct of our diplirmitic relation-

il
"\5. must continue juggpling
those twe wets slmiltaneoanly

Ti writes viaws divesssenants in
w rvation, e fegion ond the wider
wnriit brae his setega pord e
Kucterg. Savawas




