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Under a cloud, but meeting with

NIML-A AUMPUR, MALAYSIA

Mnlayxinn_ leader, &im
& corruption inquiry, may
get political [ift from visit

DY RICHARD C. MODOCK

For edee than & year, Prime Minismer
Najit Fazad of Maluysdn e boent cedder
th Ghoud of 4 cortupting Srvostgation
e the Unibest Stintes Degasrtoment of Jus-
nee. On Toesday, his schedded vise ts
see Presadent Trump at the Wiite Hoose
may grve hion o clasce tn uffset the pobl
il damage.

The Justice | Depurmmnt  coneen.
traded (e mesw (e o yer oo seizing
BLT vallhon dn assets, lnckading welry,
w3 kit s Follywood movie rights,
thst it says M, Nogir's fimily sfmbors
and fssociates noquined with money di-

But by August, the dopartment indl
cated it would et ies focys 10 8 criminal
(vvestigatiun nto the missing musey,
which is ostamated &0 totid moce thin
$4.5 non, Ofcialn nay much of il we
loundered theough Usited State® finun-
clal ingtituneas.

Now, Mz Trumgps mvitasen 1o viss
the White Houan comes ot a perfoct time
fe Mn Najib and cocld géve im u much.
nowdod dess of legitimaey #t home s
genenul eloction nowrns,

“r'% & big gl for B 10 have the
White Howse invite fom,” sed Cyathin
Gabried executive director of the Cester
o Comtat Corruption and Crooyimom &
Kuals Lumpar, ndding thas she wiv “ro
ally fabbergasiod” by the visit

The two baders played goll togother &
Tew ywirs ago af Mr Tressgy'n golf cih n
Bodminsier, NJ, Mu Trump signed o
photo of the twi of (hem together, “Ta
mry fivoribe prime minister”

When they meet ot the White House,
they are expected to discess the noclear
threat posed ty Norts Kocee's ruleg Ko
Jongun, as weil as Chiin's growing i
fuence in Sagtheset Asie B Trump s
rely needs im Assan ally who cen hidp on
Dol froaim.

Far Mr, Nujit, & Wilie Moo bam)
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The Justice Dupartment focused ou sscsbag ST7 Wilan in asawns & sald Nagib Moot 's fussily

iy Will whow voreen back home thist
Do Coy st Foot om Amsericin So@ withod
boing joied, maiysts and oppoition
members siod.

*“He can say, ‘1 s not wamed m the
Unsted Stutes and 1 cun go there within
Dt arresaod” ™ wids! Tooy Puu, b imm-
Der of Pariiment and & crigic of N Ni-
Jib.

Simply aveading arrest on 2 United
Stubes vinit mdght seem & dow bar for o
wurld boder

Dt in Mudaysin, (be Justicn Depacs-
ment investigntion his undermsond Me
Noght's nsszrtions that oeesty $681 mi)
Eun depoaited i his persenol ek oc-
ciumes Wi 4 gift frum an

u

e d —

AT ) S T Y

d Grove & Maldysi

hawn wnd

commmet for thin nrtick,

*Peom u pure public relations point of
view, it o mecting the White House
shndd avold” sald Donald Greeolees,
Asin with

Saudi Sonor

The Justice Daguctnient sald s
v Tht the sinare e O STA1millhoes b M.
Nagibs acooonts wit sctally (he Mo-
toysinn goversument fund.

Mr. Nigtb hay amid thm he commintted
un wiongdomg, Ha office dedined to

- y o
Australlan Notiona Uni ¢ "Evena
pheeo op with Kim Joug-am would be
betror”

Among (hese highhghted in the sseeis
seiture crses are Mn Najib, who is 3en-
tliod liscourt documests se “Madaywian
Offifsal 17 his wife, Rosmah Mamsor,

quinted with maoey di

Tund,

who is senowned for bee Toreign shog-
ping excursions; and his stepsan, Rien
Axr, whorse commpany, Red Grnite Pic-
tures, prodoced *The Wolf of Wall
Serect” und scher filtss

In the Unjted Stace<: M. Mansor may
Mend T 1k (0 waar wediy (hat th
Juntioe Diopartine wanis 1o solee, s
Coading Beer $27.0 mulllion neckloce with »
Li-carat, pmk dimmond pendmet, or the
27 ol neckinces and braoelets that she
acquired in Loe Angelos for $1.3 milon,

Al cughtt up m the Seandad ary the
nctoc Leanards DINCaprin, who received
more an K12 amidon in artweck, sed
the modsl Merandy Kerr, who received
more (Dan §5 sl 0 dismond jew
tiry. They reotived the heme as gilts
from S Lane, o Irfend of My Azkz wha
o ey redee Ly eatididisiving I M-
lewsian fond

Thwe departmut siys the money wsed
0 pcrjuire the rty and hooay
guods was diverted from One Malaysis
Developmens Bertad, the lvesiment
Tund that Aty Negbs hesded,

Last poonth, the Justice Dapurtpont
Tl o arwion t0 sty W fecfolture cases
i Chist they st not bave “an adverse
effect un the povernmess's ability o
cunduzt the related crmenal smestips-
ton” A hearing is scheduded fur Sept 18
i Los Angeles.

White Mr. Nufih might wish for Me
Trump to Salt the Jestios Departivient
mvstigation, thut woulkd sewrt unlikedy
Ehven the department independince
Adter ot Mx Trumg has been unnhle to
wiop an investigation inbo Russiin elecr
thon meddiing that Is headed ty Robort
£ Mueler 111,

“This s a meuiing of rwo leadetys wha
Both Bave lugad profioms, $0 1 i boumd
0 enise pyehrown” sakd ‘Aae Saiiu] Wen
Jun, chief execative of the Snstiue for
Democracy amnd Eomamic Affairs in
Kaaln Lumput. *If they have & one-an-
one meeting, o0 ose reaily knows whin
tranaplres @ thas sesslon™

Mahathir Miahamad. 22, who served
for 22 yooiy nx prime misister ond ix
oW it Wader of the oppemition, ssid M-
Baysisn hass turned inte o “dictatorship”
weder Mz Najitt where the cule of [ow is
o0 Jonger cxdorced,

Mr Nav contruis the medin and
mearly ovary aspect of government, he
sadl, and eritlos sre arvested and de-
Cavined Wikhoot Qe [irocess,

T Mr. Najiv's visit (0 (e White
Towse will pot grve him the legitimacy
be sechy becaute of Mr Trump's own
wtanding, s:sd Mr. Mahothir, who was
peen a5 authoriarian when be was in
puwue

“Whetder be sapparts Najih or mot, he
|5t godsg to make mach of an st
1M he sy Najib ie @ groat woader, poople
willl sy, "Well, that's Tramp, We dou'’t
ke b serigunly” *



