Prince Faisal, Blackstone Asia Real Estate Partners link to Najib’s account

by RAHIMI YUNUS

THE Kuala Lumpur High Court yes-
terday heard that about US$645 mil-
lion (RM2.66 billion), previously
claimed as "donations" from a prince
and the Saudi Arabia Finance Minis-
try, was credited into former Prime
Minister (PM) Datuk Seri Mohd
Najib Razak's accounts in 2011 and
2013.

The over US$600 million receipts
in the former PM's personal account
had received global coverage as the
monies were allegedly linked to the
billions funnelled out of state fund
1Malaysia ~ Development  Bhd
(IMDB).

Besides the money from the prince,
the record also showed transfers from
Blackstone Asia Real Estate Partners
Ltd into Najib's private account.

At Najib's SRC International Sdn

Bhd trial, the prosecution's 21st wit-

ness R Uma Devi testified that RM151.9

million from Prince Faisal Turki was

deposited into the former PM's account

at AmBank Group in 2012.

The court was told that, at one time,
the account had more than RM1 bil-
lion. Prince Faisal and Blackstone
Asia were said to have links to the
1IMDB scandal.

Uma also revealed other transac-
tions, including RM30.5 million
transferred by the prince in 2011 into
Najib's private account.

The transactions were revealed
by the prosecution's witness on the
10th day of the trial during the
cross-examination.

Uma testified that, in 2011, over
RM94 million was transferred from
the Finance Ministry of Saudi Arabia
into Najib's account.

Uma also confirmed that Najib
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Najib (second from left) received some RM125,000 from Blackstone Asia in 2012

received some RM125,000 from Black- account, inclusive of an amount of

stone Asia in 2012.
In 2013, the sum of RM1.9 billion
was transferred into  Najib's

about RM304 million credited in
2011 and RM756 million received in
2012, Uma said.

She also revealed that in July 30,
2013, there was an instruction letter
by Najib to the bank to return some
US$620 million in a single transaction
to the origins of the fund.

The 66-year-old Pekan MP had
claimed he had returned the unutilised
amount to the sender. Najib had five
accounts with AmBank — one savings
account and four current accounts.

The first two accounts were opened
on Jan 13 and Jan 18, 2011, and both
accounts were closed on Aug 30, 2013.

The other three accounts were
opened on July 31, 2013, and closed
on March 9, 2015, before Najib
transferred millions to various
beneficiaries.

Meanwhile, Uma revealed earlier
that Gandingan Mentari Sdn Bhd's
account was categorised as "high
risk".



