'We have budget for breakfast plan’

Dr M: Govt will look into using consolidated funds or consider other proposals

HANOI: The government has the
budget for the Free Breakfast Pro-
gramme to be implemented in all
primary schools next year, says Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

The Prime Minister said the go-
vernment could use the consolida-
ted fund from the various minis-
tries and agencies to implement the
programme to benefit pupils in gov-
ernment and  government-aided
primary schools.

Asked whether the government
would use part of the soda tax reve-
nue to fund the programme, Dr
Mahathir said all proposals would
be looked into.

"All taxes collected will be distrib-
uted to the ministries and agencies
according to need. If there is a need
for an additional allocation, we will
consider. If we can afford it, we will
provide it.

"But we must remember that the
previous government left behind
much debt and the present govern-
ment has to repay it," he told Malay-
sian journalists after concluding his
three-day official visit to Vietnam
yesterday.

Asked about the perfect menu for
the pupils' breakfast, Dr Mahathir
said there were many healthy
menus which were suitable for the
programme.

On Monday, Education Minister
Dr Maszlee Malik announced that
about 2.7 million pupils in govern-
ment and government-aided prima-
ry schools would receive free break-

fast from January.

It was reported that the govern-
ment would have to spend between
RM2bil and RM3bil annually on the

programme, depending on the
menu.
Earlier yesterday, Dr Mahathir

test drove a model of VinFast, a car
manufactured by Vietnam, during
his visit to the Hoa Lac Hi-Tech
Park.

He drove the LUX SA (A) 2.0 vehi-
cle was driven for about 10 min-

utes.
The Prime Minister was accom-
panied by  Vingroup chairman

Pham Nhat Vuong and VinFast tech-
nician Nguyen Anh Hieu.

The LUX SA (A) 2.0 SUV costs
1.4bil dong (RM249,000) and is
expected to go on sale in Vietnam
this year.

The car is equipped with a DOHC
2.0L turbo-charged four-cylinder
engine with 228hp and maximum
torque of 350Nm.

Dr Mahathir was shown two
models of the car, Fadil and VinFast
Sedan LUX 2.0.

The Prime Minister also visited
FPT Software, a global IT services
and outsourcing company also
located at the park in Hanoi. —
Bernama

A smooth ride: Dr Mahathir test driving the VinFast LUX SA (A) 2.0 SUV during a visit to Hoa Lac Hi-Tech Park
in Hanoi. — Bernama



