'WORK HARD, DON’

Prime Minister

Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad recently
sat down with the
New Straits Times
Press to discuss the
Shared Prosperity
Vision 2030, Malay
unity, Pakatan
Harapan and more.
He shares his views
with KHAIDIR A.
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N how the Shared Pros-
perity Vision 2030 can
help the Malays and Bu-
miputeras

“We will introduce ways for
them to boost their income, but
they first have to accept them,
failing which they will continue
to be poor.

“In the past,- when opportunities
were handed to them, they sold off
these opportunities, which bene-
fits them in the short term, but
ends with them remaining poor in
the long run.

“This time, the underprivileged
must accept our ideas and put in
the work. They cannot hope for
free money. We have ways of
helping them boost their income,
but the reception (from the target
group) is important.

“We’ll find ways for them to
move quickly. For example, when
you plant padi, you don’t spend a
whole year planting. There is a
lull period, which one can use to
manufacture products, which we
will then help them market.

“All these we can do and in-
troduce, but they have to ded-
icate their time towards this.”

On his “lazy Malays” rebuke at the
Malay Dignity Congress

“I believe in truth and I have
experience. Many people I've em-
ployed have disappointed me by
failing to work properly, by being
dishonest.

“Najib’s (former prime minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak) govern-
ment gave out free money (to the
people). This destroys the peo-
ple’s morals. The people then be-
lieve that they don’t need to work
to get money.

“This is why we don’t want peo-
ple to be too dependent on gov-
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-ernment aid. I've observed thatin

other countries, they are devel-
oped because they work. I don’t
wish to be rude (when talking
about this), but for 20 years, I've
been saying that, no one seems to
have listened.

ty and how it affects Pakatan

Harapan
“Iwas from Umno. Back then, in
Umno, we didn’t abuse power,
didn’t steal money, so people sup-
ported us. Pas was formed when
Tunku Abdul Rah-

" “I spoke about When I left man didn’t choose
how the Chinese ‘ Umno. I the ulama within
and Indians worked 4 Umno as elected

as labourers when
they first came to
this country, doing
the dangerous, dirty
and difficult jobs.
Now, their descen-
dants are billion-
aires because they
work.

“Next, foreigners
who stay here will
eventually become
citizens. When we
(Malays) run out of
money, we will sell
our land. We see

didn’t want to
Jorm another
party, but Umno
kept committing
wrongdoings. If
we didn’t manage
to convince the
Malays to bring
down Umno,
things would
remain the same.

representatives.
They left, formed
Pas and, thus, split
the Malays.

“After that, more
people left Umno to
form their own par-
ties. Now there are
six parties, all bank-
ing on the same
number of Malay
support. When these
parties split up, they
become smaller. So
when a party is
small, they’ll make

what has happened

to Kampung Kerinchi, Kampung
Abdullah Hukum. There are so
many skyscrapers but none are
ours.”

On Pas and Umno touting them-
selves as champions of Malay uni-

all sorts of promises
to gain support.

“WhenIleft Umno, Ididn’t want
to form another party, but Umno
kept committing wrongdoings. If
we didn’t manage to convince the
Malays to bring down Umno,
things would remain the same.

“So much money was stolen,
billions. Now the government is
struggling to pay these debts.

“I think that if there wasn’t a
change in government, we would
have ended up bankrupt like
Greece.”

On the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation

“We have to show the world that
we are working towards helping
the country recover and that we
have had some success. Our pol-
icy is to be friends with everyone,
regardless of ideology, be they
communist, socialist, capitalist.

“We want to be friends because
we want to trade, which Malaysia
depends on.

“Me, leading Apec? If I'm still

the PM, then I'll do it. If people
throw me out, then I don’t know.
But I hope I can, as this involves
international matters and they
can be tricky to manage.”

On the possibility that infighting in
PKR will affect PH as a whole

“All parties have their own prob-
lems, but from what I see, they are
willing to work together in the
cabinet, and that government
matters are running smoothly.

There are some weaknesses, but
the cabinet is made up of five par-
ties which have their own views,
yet we can still make decisions.

“No, I don’t have the ability to
become a peacemaker. I've found
that although they accept me as
PM, they don’t accept me as a
peacemaker for others. That’s
their business.”

On his criteria for the cabinet
reshuffle

“The problem with a reshuffle
is that when we discard one per-
son, it becomes a problem for an-
other. There’s no guarantee that
the new person is better than the
previous one.

“I have experience in this. I
stepped down to make way for an-
other. But instead of getting better,
it became worse. From Pak Lah
(former prime minister Tun Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi) to Najib, it
worsened. So we have to think this
through when we do a reshuffle.

On non-performing ministers

“There are some who are un-
familiar with the work, so they
come to me to help make deci-
sions. I try to help them. It was
the same in the past as well.”



