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KL EVENT TO ADDRESS MUSLIM ISSUES

Dr M hopes
conference will
transform decisions
into realities, revive
Islamic golden era

KUALA LUMPUR

HE Kuala Lumpur Sum-

mit (KL Summit) 2019

can potentially take co-

operation between Mus-
lim. nations to new heights, ul-
timately reviving the spirit of the
Muslim world.

In his message to the partic-
ipants on the event website,
klsummit.my,. Prime Minister
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad high-
lights the challenges faced by
Muslim nations.

Among them are abuse of pow-
er, corruption and being accused
of becoming a breeding ground
for terrorism.

Due to those reasons and oth-
ers, Dr Mahathir said the most
important task was to turn the
decisions taken at the summit in-
to reality.

“We proclaim that all Muslims
are brothers and yet, our nations
are involved in endless civil
wars, sectarian wars, wars with
our Muslim neighbours and
inviting non-Muslim nations to
assist us in our wars with fellow
Muslims.

“For far too long we have been
associated with bad governance,
endemic corruption and a breed-
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A Palestinian woman expressing anguish after her home was destroyed by an Israeli bomb in Gaza last
month. The Israeli oppression of the Palestinians continues to be among the most talked about issue in rhe
world Muslim community. FILE PIC

ing place for terrorism,” wrote the
prime minister, who is also the
chairman of the summit.

The summit is scheduled to
take place from Wednesday to
Saturday.

Dr Mahathir also addressed the
issue of terrorism.

“We can keep on shouting that
such labels, especially being
breeders of terrorism, as callous
anti-Islam propaganda.

“We know that it is really true
but our weakness and disunity
have given credence to this pro-
paganda.

“Such is the state of affairs
among our nations that Muslims
end up on the shores of nations
governed by those from other
faiths and our brethren’s fate
rests solely on their mercy.

“It is against these backdrops
that the KL Summit was hatched

and it is earnest in wanting to
contribute in the improvement of
the state of affairs among Mus-
lims and the Muslim nations.

“We have always reflected on
how great, enriching and pow-
erful the Islamic civilisation was.
It is a chapter in history and we
yearn for its return. It will remain
a yearning unless we do some-
thing about it.

“The KL Summit, which gath-

ers Muslim leaders, intellectuals
and scholars, was conceived with
the noble objectives of identify-
ing the problems afflicting the
Muslim world and finding solu-
tions to them.

“But, no matter how many bril-
liant ideas the KL Summit hatch-
es, without the support of leaders
and governments of the Muslim
nations, these ideas will remain
ideas.

“It is my fervent hope that par-
ticipants at this KL Summit will
take this challenge of turning all
our declarations and decisions
into realities.”

Among the most recognisable
Islamic leaders who are expected
to attend the summit are Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim Hamad Al
Thani, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan and Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani.

Early indications are positive
with more than 50 countries con-
firming their presence.

There will be 400 participants,
half of them from abroad.

The event will give a chance not
only to Muslim leaders but also
intellectuals and scholars to dis-
cuss and exchange ideas. The aim
is to produce new, creative and
viable solutions to the problems
facing Muslims.

The summit will focus on seven
areas, or “pillars”, including de-
velopment and sovereignty, in-
tegrity and good governance, cul-
ture and identity, justice and
freedom, peace, security and de-
fence, trade and investment and
lastly, technology and Internet
governance.



