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Coalition jUSt 13 seats short of two-thlrds majorlty in Parliament

Bersatu forever:
Dr Mahathir (in
grey suit) together
with Mas Ermieyati,
Rosol, Hamzah,

Dr Latiff, Bersatu
president Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin,
Bersatu secretary-
general Datuk-
Marzuki Yahya,
Shahbuddin, Mohd
Fasiah and lkmal
Hisham at the
Perdana Leadership
Foundation in
Putrajaya.

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS
and JOSEPH KAOS Jr
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAYA: The entry of six for—
mer Umno men into Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia has changed the
numbers game in Parliament with
the Pakatan Harapan government
now just 13 seats shy of a two-thirds
majority. :

Bersatu has upped its tally of
seats in Parliament to 22 with the
latest addition of ‘Datuk Seri
Hamzah Zainudin (Larut), Datuk
Seri Ikmal Hisham Abdul Aziz
(Tanah Merah), Datuk Dr Latiff
Ahmad (Mersing), Datuk Rosol
Wahid (Hulu Terengganu), Datuk
Mohd Fasiah Mohd Fakeh (Sabak
Bernam) -and Datuk Shahbuddin
Yahya (Tasik Gelugor).

They were formally accepted into
Bersatu yesterday.

Prime Minister and party -chair-
man Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad
presented them with their member-
ship cards at a simple ceremony
after a. closed-door meeting at the
Perdana Leadership Foundation.

The six qult Umno on Dec 14 last
year. Before this, three other Umno
MPs who quit the party had also
joined Bersatu.

They are Datuk Seri Mustapa
Mohamed (Jeli), Datuk Dr Noor
Azmi Ghazali (Bagan Serai) and
Datuk Mas Ermieyati Samsuddin
(Masjid Tanah).

In the 14th General Election,
Bersatu won 13 seats for Pakatan
Harapan, which had 113 seats to
form the government.

When Parliament holds its first
meeting of 2019, Pakatan will have
125 MPs that also include three inde-
pendent lawmakers — P. Prabakaran
(Batu), Larry Sng (Julau) and Jugah
Muyang (Lubok Antu) — who had
joined PKR post GE14.

The government bloc now con-
sists of 135 seats including Pakatan-
friendly parties Parti Warisan
Sabah (nine) and Upko (one),
leaving it short of 13 seats to form

. a two-thirds majority in Parliament.

Dr Mahathir said the six new
party members joined the party not
to seek protection for “their past
doings”.

“We are not giving them protec-
tion. If there is a case, there will be
a case,” he told reporters.

He also reiterated that those who
joined the party would not be given
posts but might be assigned specific
duties due to their experience.

This could include helping Bersatu
and Pakatan campaign in elections,
he said. “I have briefed them on
what Bersatu stands for and they

understand the party’s struggles.
They have ‘given their commitment
and loyalty to the party as well as to
Pakatan,” he added.

Hamzah, who had served as
Domestic Trade, Consumerism and
Cooperatives Minister during the
Barisan Nasional administration,
dismissed suggestions that he and
the rest joined Bersatu to get bene-
fits from the new government.

“Do you join any group to get
benefits?

“None of us is asking for a _post
and Tun (Dr Mahathir) has men-
tioned that there will be no posts for
us. We are just ordinary members,”
hesaid.

Asked if he would convince other

Umno members to join Bersatu,
Hamzah said: “This is not about
convincing people but to get them
to understand the struggle.”

Ikmal Hisham believed that his
constituents would understand the
need to adjust to the current political
situation, adding that his association
with Bersatu would bring more
development to the area.

“I want to contribute to Bersatu’s .

cause and will be helping the party
as well as Pakatan to campaign for
the Semenyih by-election,” he said.

Rosol, who is now the first
Pakatan MP in the PAS-led
Terengganu, said he would work
hard to persuade other Umno mem-
bers in the state to join Bersatu.

“My relatmnshlp with Bersatu
members in Terengganu so far has
been good. Hopefully Pakatan has a
better chance of winning in the
state -in the next election,” said
Rosol.
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