‘Words, actions deemed insulting need to be defined, s

PUTRAJAYA: Prime Minister Tun
Dr Mahathir Mohamad says the
actions or words that can con-
stitute as insult to the monarchy
| will need to be clearly defined.
This, he said, is necessary so
that there is no confusion in fu-
ture when enforcing the law.
Commenting on the recent ar-
rests of three people under the
Sedition Act 1948 for insulting
the monarchy, Dr Mahathir said
the authorities are unclear on

what can be defined as an insult.
“Right now, the authorities do
not understand what is tanta-
mount to an insult, so we have to
spell out the actions or words
that can be construed as insult-
ing,” he said after chairing a

meeting of the Special Cabinet

Committee on Anti-Corruption.
Malaysia, he said, upholds free-

dom of speech, where those who

speak the facts cannot be faulted.
“On the contrary, if we prohibit

everyone from speaking, so much
so that they do not even report
when a crime occurs, there will be
injustice in our country.”

On another matter, Dr Ma-
hathir said the government
would properly define what con-
stituted as sedition when it pro-
poses new laws to protect the
sanctity of the royal institution.

“If someone says something
which is the truth, and there is no
doubt in it, we can voice it out.
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And it will not be considered as
sedition. We need to define ‘sedi-
tion’. we will tell you what you can
say and what you cannot say.

“If you say something that tar-
nishes (a person), it is not a good
thing. It is the same with every-
one. It is up to the rulers. “For
instance, in the past, [ was called
Maha Firaun (the great Pharaoh),
but I did not take any action.

“Maybe [ was a firaun,” Dr Ma-
hathir said in jest.
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He said people who told the
truth will not be defined as ut-
tering seditious words.

“We try to explain what can be
said and what cannot be said. I
have already explained what sedi-
tion doesn’t mean. It’s not sedi-
tious if you say something truth-
ful. But if you go and curse peo-
ple, then not only the ruler (has a
right to take action), but an or-

~ dinary person will also have the

right to sue you,” he said.
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