SCHOLARSHIPS FOR PALESTINIAN STUDENTS

They can pursue
tertiary studies
at 12 Malaysian
universities
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HE government has of-
fered scholarships for

Palestinians to pursue

their Bachelor’s, Mas-
ter’s and PhD courses at 12 local
universities.

Prime Minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said the schol-
arships worth RM1147 million
would be channelled through the
Palestinian Cultural Organisa-
tion Malaysia.

“To all Palestinian students
who are selected, congratula-
tions and all the best in your stud-
ies," he said at the 9th grand Iftar
programme with the Palestinian
community.

Present were the prime min-
ister’s wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali and several cabinet
ministers.

The universities include the Al-
Bukhary International Universi-
ty, Management and Science Uni-
versity, Mahsa University and
Sunway University.

Dr Mahathir warned that as
long as the Palestinians were de-
nied justice, the Middle East
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would forever be in conflict, giv-
ing birth to terrorism and mil-
itancy, which in turn would
spread to the rest of the world.
"Terrorism and militancy are
the direct result of the state ter-
rorism committed by Israel, a
matter conveniently ignored or
brushed aside by the powerful

Western nations. Not only do
they ignore it, they even provide
weapons and legitimacy for the
Israeli regime to commit geno-
cidal acts and crimes of aggres-
sion and against humanity.

“That is the truth, an incon-
venient truth to the nations that
protect, support and legitimise

Israel,” said Dr Mahathir.

He added that there was noth-
ing ambiguous or vague about
the plight of the Palestinians.

“It is a story about a once free
people who had lost their land
forcibly through brutal occupa-
tion which was committed bla-
tantly for the whole world to see.

“The persecution ranged from
apartheid, genocide, terrorism,
killings, murders to land grab.
These crimes are still being pur-
sued by the Israeli regime,” he
said.

He said any attempts by any
nation to raise the issue of the
Palestinians would result in them

being labelled as being anti-
Semitic, a strong reason for the
Western countries to impose
sanctions and other punitive
measures on those who speak up
against Israel.

“Today, the very nations that

created the monstrosity called Is-
rael, are still up to their mischief,
rewarding Israel with Jerusalem
by declaring it Israel’s capital.

“Nations that profess to defend
human rights seem helpless or
intentionally oblivious to Israel’s
murderous rampage. They re-
main silent over the widespread
belief that Israel posses$es nu-
clear arsenal and weapons of
mass destruction.”

“Therefore, standing wup for
Palestine is a moral obligation
and Malaysia will continue to
condemn Israel over its aggres-

sion and cruelties committed
against Palestinians.”
Dr Mahathir also reaffirmed

Malaysia’s commitment to the
Palestinian cause.

“We have and will always stand
by you. And we will not keep qui-
et for as long as we see the atroc-
ities and injustices committed by

the Israeli regime,” he said.
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