"DUTY OF UMMAN’

PREVIOUS GOV LEADERS
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Muslim voters used
the power of the
ballot to replace

them with PH
leaders, says PM
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KUALA LUMPUR
adibpovera@nst.com.my

USLIM leaders from

the previous admin-

istration were voted

out in the 14th Gen-
eral Election (GE14) because they
had deviated from the true teach-
ings of Islam.

Prime Minister Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said Muslim vot-
ers made full use of the oppor-
tunity and the power of the ballot
box to replace the old leaders with
new ones from Pakatan Harapan.

“We noted that the deviation
from the teachings of Islam was
very obvious,” he said, referring
to leaders from the previous gov-
ernment.

“It was the duty of the ummah to
reject such leaders. And that was
what they did in GE14. Prior to the
election, they had to tolerate Mus-
lim leaders who were not very
Muslim simply because they (the
leaders) would not get punished.

“However, when the opportu-
nity came to overthrow such Mus-
lim leaders, they (the ummah)
took it and were quite brave at it.”

Dr Mahathir said this during a
question-and-answer session af-
ter delivering his thematic ad-
dress at the colloquium on “De-
mystifying Islamophobia: To-
wards a Deeper Understanding of
Islam” here yesterday. .

Present was Institute of Islamic
Understanding Malaysia chair-
man Tun Ahmad Sarji Abdul
Hamid.
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The colloquium was the fourth
in a series of eight events by IKIM
on a range of issues affecting
Malaysia and the Islamic world.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia’s fi-
nances had become very weak in
the run up to GE14.

“This is because money was
stolen. We (the current govern-
ment) are working hard to bring
back the money as well as rebuild
the administration.”

Dr Mahathir said unlike many
countries in the world, Malaysia
was progressing and remained
stable despite a change in admin-
istration.

“If you care to make a com-
parison, in many countries, when
the incumbent government is
overthrown, there will always be
a lot of instability.

“There will be riots, demonstra-
tions, strikes and even violence
taking place. In some countries, it
can even lead to civil war.

“Here in Malaysia, we are lucky.



