Bersatu agrees to join

Move is best
option for

the party,

says Muhyiddin
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PETALING JAYA: Parti Pribumi
Bersatu Malaysia has agreed to join
Muafakat Nasional which supports
Perikatan Nasional as a “grand coa-
lition”, says party president and
Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin.

He said discussions with the top
leadership of the parties within the
Perikatan-led government had
taken place with several agree-
ments achieved to strengthen
Bersatu’s position within Perikatan.

“God willing, the party’s partici-
pation in Muafakat Nasional will be
finalised soon. I think this is the best
option for Bersatu,” he said in a
special address in conjunction with
the party’s Women’s (Srikandi),
Youth (Armada) wings and division-
al meetings held yesterday.

Last month, Muafakat Nasional
officially invited Bersatu to join the
pact, which is a political alliance
between Umno and PAS.

Muafakat Nasional secretariat
co-secretary Tan Sri Annuar Musa
had said that Umno president
Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid Hamidi,
PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul
Hadi Awang and Muhyiddin had
discussed the issue a few months
back.

Muhyiddin said Bersatu had
opted to be part of what he termed
as the “grand coalition”, as it com-
prised the top parties in the coun-

“With cooperation between Ber-
satu, PAS, Umno and other parties
within Perikatan, the majority sup-
port of the people is on our side,” he
said.

Annuar, who is also Barisan
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secretary-general, said in a tweet
that Bersatu’s agreement to join
Muafakat Nasional would help
complete the framework for the
unity and solidarity of the Malays.

“Syukur  Alhamdulillah
Muafakat Nasional brings bless-
ings. The best time for the ummah
(Muslim community) to unite.

“Reject the politics of hatred and
reject the politics of disunity ... we
unite and then only we rule ... ser-
vice for all races and ethnicities,” he
tweeted.

Bernama quoted Ahmad Zahid as
saying that he would leave it to the
Muafakat Nasional committee to
decide on the participation of
Bersatu in the Umno-PAS alliance.

“This committee has taken the
best approach in scrutinising the
situation on the basis of political
cooperation.

The

“Hopefully, this will give opti-
mum results when the general elec-
tion is held,” he said.

The committee was jointly
chaired by Umno deputy president
Datuk Seri Mohamad Hasan and his
PAS counterpart Datuk Tuan
Ibrahim Tuan Man, he told report-
ers in Tanjung Malim yesterday.

Meanwhile, former Bersatu dep-
uty president Datuk Seri Mukhriz
Mahathir said he was curious to
see the outcome of the move by his
old party to join Muafakat Na-
sional.

“What will be the impact of the
decision in our current political
scene?

“Usually, the Prime Minister is
chairman of the coalition of par-
ties.

“Considering Bersatu is the new-
est among the other two parties

M uafa kat

(Umno and PAS) in Muafakat, we
are not sure if they will appoint Tan
Sri Muhyiddin Yassin as the coali-
tion chairman,” he told reporters
after a meet-and-greet session with
Slim state by-election Independent
candidate, Amir Khusyairi Moha-
mad Tanusi in Tanjung Malim yes-
terday.

Mukhriz said he was told that
Umno had refused to be part of
Perikatan.

“All this while, in Parliament, the
government MPs called themselves
the Perikatan-led government (rep-
resentatives).

“But, Perikatan is not registered
and we hear Umno does not want to
be part of it. We are unsure about
the stand by PAS,” he said.

“Therefore, Bersatu’s decision to
join the Muafakat coalition is
bizarre.”

Being kept
informed:
Muhyiddin with
Johor Mentri
Besar Datuk
Hasni Mohammad
(Muhyiddin's
right) visiting the
information board
during the party’s
Srikandi, Armada
wings and
divisional
meetings in Johor
Baru.
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