PM: Malaysia must

master te&hnology
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‘Only then can we become a high-income nation’

By HEMANANTHANI
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newsdesk@thestar.com.my

CYBERJAYA: Malaysia needs to be
a high-tech country for it to achieve
its aim of becoming a high-income
nation, says Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin.

Muhyiddin said history had
shown that the economic and mili-
tary strengths of a country depends
on its mastery of technology.

Muhyiddin said Malaysia’s gross
domestic product (GDP) was higher
than that of South Korea and
Taiwan two decades after the
Second World War.

However, Taiwan overtook
Malaysia just two years later, fol-
lowed by South Korea in 1977.

“Their success was due to none
other than the mastery of technolo-
gy,” said Muhyiddin at the launch of
the National Technology and
Innovation Sandbox (NTIS) here

yesterday.

Also present were Science,
Technology and Innovation
Minister Khairy Jamaluddin,

International Trade and Industry
Minister Datuk Seri Azmin Alj,
Minister in the Prime Minister’s
Department (Economy) Datuk Seri
Mustapa Mohamed, and Higher
Education Minister Datuk Dr
Noraini Ahmad.

Muhyiddin said NTIS, a key initia-
tive under the Short-Term Economic
Recovery Plan (Penjana), is meant
to accelerate Malaysia’s journey in
becoming a high-tech and high-in-

come nation through Artificial
Intelligence, robotics, drone tech-
nology, sensory technology, and 5G
infrastructure.

Muhyiddin said the launch of
NTIS is at the right time, espec1a11y
in light of Covid-19.

“The pandemic has changed our
way of lives. However, in the new
norm, there are opportunities for
the government to look into certain
sectors that need to be enhanced to
develop the nation and help the
rakyat,” said Muhyiddin, who also
urged both private and government
entities to work together in making
the innovation agenda come true.

“Through NTIS, start-up compa-
nies, technology developers,
researchers and innovators can
carry out projects in a sandbox or
controlled environment. .

“I believe by looking into some
current regulations and providing
some leeway will enable the testing
and development of new technolo-
gies,” he said, adding that six pilot
projects have been identified under
NTIS.

These are the first Malaysian-
made delivery robot for hospitals to
assist healthcare frontliners deliver
care to Covid-19 patients; a light-
weight robot used in agriculture to
increase work efficiency and reduce
the number of workers required; an

easily scalable semi-ventilator to-

assist patients with breathing diffi-
culties; a robot to assist recovery of
stroke patients and other medical
conditions; a drone to automate
high-precision pesticide spraying;

and pick-and-place linear robots for
the manufacturing industry.

RM100mil will be disbursed by
the end of the year to fasttrack the
development and commercialisa-
tion of technology projects, espe-
cially those with the highest poten-
tial to boost key sectors such as
healthcare, manufacturing, agricul-
ture, education, as well as travel
and tourism.

The government hopes to receive
100 submissions per cohort, with
new cohorts every month.

To date, 658 submissions have
been received, and 94 completed
applications under the first cohort
have been processed.

During a press conference,
Khairy said his ministry will apply
for extra funding in Budget 2021 for
commercialisation of some of NTIS’
most promising projects.

Khairy added that his ministry
has been discussing with Tan Sri Dr
Jemilah Mahmood, the under-secre-
tary general for partnerships at the
International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies,
about the scalable semi-ventilator.

“We have been talking to Tan Sri
Jemilah about (the possibility of)
supplying these ventilators to field
hospitals around the world where
Red Cross operates, so that is where
the commercialisation comes in,”
said Khairy.

He added that he will ask the
Cabinet to give preference for local-
ly developed technologies under
NTIS for future government pro-
curement.




