PM: VACCINES
FOR 80PC OF
POPULATION --
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Deals with Russia
and China will add

value to science and

technology sector,
with R&D benefits

AZURA ABAS
KUALA LUMPUR
news@nst.com.my

HE government is on

track to secure Covid-19

vaccines for more than

80 per cent of the pop-
ulation at a total cost of RM2 bil-
lion.

Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyid-
din Yassin, in announcing this in
a televised address yesterday,
said the government had inked
an agreement with AstraZeneca,
a research-based biopharmaceu-
tical company, to secure 6.4 mil-
lion doses or 10 per cent more
Covid-19 vaccines. :

“This means a guarantee of 40
per cent supply of vaccines have
been secured via agreements
with the Covax Facility, Pfizer
and AstraZeneca.

“The government is also in the
final stage of negotiations with
Sinovac, CanSino and Gamaleya
to secure a vaccine supply in-
crease of more than 80 per cent of
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the country’s population or 26.5
million people.

“The 80 per cent has surpassed
our earlier target of having 70 per
cent (of the population) receiving
these vaccines. Based on all com-
pleted and ongoing negotiations,
the government will fork out
US$504.4 million (RM2.05 bil-
lion),” he said.

Muhyiddin said the agree-
ments with Sinovac and CanSino
from China, and Gamaleya Re-
search Institute of Epidemiology
and Microbiology of Russia
would add value to the country’s
science and technology sector,
and would subsequently benefit
the people and country’s devel-
opment.

These included the vaccine-
bottling process technology in
Malaysia, research and develop-
ment as well as knowledge-shar-
ing and technology transfer.

Muhyiddin said the govern-
ment would continue negotiating
with other pharmaceutical com-
panies to ensure that the country
had enough supply of vaccines.

“We will make certain that the
acquired vaccines are safe and
effective.”

He also said that the Vaccine
Supplies Access Guarantee Spe-
cial Committee, co-chaired by
the health and the science, te-
chonology and innovation min-
isters, would ensure that the vac-
cines were acquired speedily.

The government was expecting
to receive and administer the first
supply of one million vaccines
from Pfizer to target groups as ear-
ly as February, said Muhyiddin.

The Health Ministry’s National
Pharmaceutical Regulatory
Agency (NPRA), he said, would
continue keeping tabs on the ef-
fectiveness and safety of the vac-
cines.

Muhyiddin also renewed his
call to the people on the impor-
tance of embracing the new nor-
mal and continue to practise it in
one’s daily life, even after one
had been vaccinated.

“We must adapt to the new not-
mal because the virus is already
in the community,” he said, ad-
vising the people to wash their
hands frequently with soap, wear
face mask, and keep a safe dis-
tance from each other,

“InsyaAllah (God willing), we
can face the challenges together.”

Mubhyiddin also said the rising
number of Covid-19 cases in cer-
tain areas had not dampened the
government s efforts to restore
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activities to what they were be-
fore the pandemic.

The government, he said, was
aware of how important the bat-
tle against Covid-19 was in its ef-
fort to ensure things would re-
cover at a fast pace.

Last month, Muhyiddin an-
nounced that the government
had inked a deal with Pfizer to

A combo picture showzng vials of Covid-19 vaccine developed by the
University of Oxford and Vaccitech in partnership with
pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca (léft), and Russia’s Sputnik V
vaccine developed by the Gamaleya Research Institute of
Epidemiology and Microbiology. Arp piC

obtain Covid-19 vaccines for 20
per cent of the country’s popu-
lation starting next year.
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