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T is heartening to see life fast

returning to normality in the

country as the Recovery

Movement Control Order
(RMCO) gathers pace.

In Kuching, the streets are
filled with vehicles. Next week,
when all schools reopen, one
thing to be missed will be the
smooth traffic flow during daily
peak rush hours. At the airport,
the rush is coming back as air-
lines increase flight capacities by
the week. Which means that ho-
tels should be getting guest book-
ings again.

The shopping malls are getting
busy and not just in the super-
markets. The morning bustle has

*become more evident in coffee
shops and hawker centres. Al-
most the last piece of the jigsaw
puzzle in the revival of economic

activities is news that health spas
are also re-opening.

It is, however, worth mention-
ing that as near-normality re-
turns it will not be to the “old”
normal. The “new” normal
comes with strings attached and
the caveat that things cannot re-
turn to exactly
what it was pre-
pandemic for as
long as the Covid-19
virus still lurks to
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PM passes baptism of fire as Covid-19

Indeed, as Finance Minister
Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku
Abdul Aziz said in a recent in-
terview with a business weekly, a
second-wave outbreak is some-
thing that should keep every
Malaysian awake at night, simply
because the nation, economically
or otherwise, can-
not afford another
general lockdown
and the massively
disruptive effects it
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This natural public caution
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guard against any possible sec-
ond wave of the virus outbreak.

a once-in-a-century
phenomenon.

It certainly calls for collective
sacrifice and none more telling
than the current debate over
whether the economic life-saver
of a six-month bank-loan mora-
torium ought to be extended
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when it ends soon.

Prominent Kuching realtor Da-
to Alex Ting believes that extend-
ing the moratorium by a further
six months will ease cash flow
and smoothen out any precipi-
tous property price drops. To be
sure, banks’ cash flows may be
affected but Ting says banks con-
tinue to charge interest anyway
and, in any case, this is far more
desirable if the alternative is
mass foreclosures and/or auc-
tioning off of non-performing
loans.

Another view holds that ex-
tending the moratorium may be
worthwhile if it really helps those
businesses worth saving. It will
not make sense to merely post-
pone the inevitable if businesses
had been so severely impacted by
the MCO/lockdown that only a
miracle would save them.

Thus, a rather judicious middle
path may have to be charted
in place of a blanket loan-mora-
torium extension to all business-
es.
All in all, we have had a very
lucky break and we must hope
our lucky streak continues. What
seems particularly striking as
well is the fact that the pandemic
ran smack into a political rough
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patch as we had an unexpected
change in national government
right in the midst of the pandem-
ic.

Much well-deserved credit
goes to the calm and reassuring
way Prime Minister Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin hit his stride
as he glided almost effortlessly
into the nation’s top executive
suite.

A private-sector friend in Kuch-
ing, who, like many, only “knew”
our new prime minister as vir-
tually an “unknown quantity”
made special efforts to tune in to
Muhyiddin’s addresses to the na-
tion over the course of the MCO
and came away, again, like many,
suitably impressed.

The prime minister’s long but
largely inobtrusive political ca-
reer in both state and national
politics clearly served him well in
the “baptism of fire” he is un-
dergoing in helming the nation
under extraordinary circum-
stances. The least political de-
tractors of Muhyiddin could do is
to give him a break.

The writer views developments in
the nation, region and wider world
from his vantage point in Kuching,
Sarawak



