NEW MUKAH
AIRPORT T0
DRIVE GROWTH
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Air hub can support
activities in Sarawak
Corridor of Renewal
Energy, establish
economic network,
says PM

ADIB POVERA
MUKAH
news@nst.com.my

HE new Mukah Airport

here, apart from enhanc-

ing the air transport net-

work in the state, will
strengthen the" division’s posi-
tion as a contributor to the eco-

- nomic development of Sarawak.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Is-

mail Sabri Yaakob said the airport -

would boost economic opportu-
nities and generate a multi-layer
impact, which, in turn, would
benefit the people here.

He said the airport, which com-
prised a new terminal building
and runway spanning 1,500m,

had the potential to support ac- -

tivities within the Sarawak Cor-
ridor of Renewal Energy
(SCORE), and subsequently es-
tablish an effective economic
network.

“I was informed that the new
airport could- accommodate and
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utilise ATR aircraft that will en-
able it to fly more passengers
compared with the Twin Otter
aircraft.

“The new Mukah Airport would :

also be able to handle greater pas-
senger traffic,” he said in his
speech when opening the airport
here yesterday.

Present were Sarawak caretaker
Chief Minister Tan Sri Abang Jo-
hari Openg and Transport Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Wee Ka Siong.

Ismail Sabri said MASwings,

. the regional carrier and wholly

owned subsidiary of Malaysia
Airlines, was servicing four
flights routes to the division from
other parts of the state.

They were the Kuching-Mukah
route, with a frequency-of 28
flights weekly, seven flights
weekly between Miri and Mukah,
three flights weekly between Sibu
and Mukah, as well as two flights
weekly between Bintulu and
Mukah.

Airtravel, said Tsmail Sabri, was
an important mode of transport
for Sarawakians, as well as the
state due to its geographical size

~ and location on the third largest

island in the world.
“Airports are not merely a place
for departures and. arrivals in-

_volving aircraft, but also the gate-
way to transport passengers, as

well as goods from various des-
tinations, which are closely
linked to economic activities,” he
explained.

Prime Mister Datulk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob arriving for the

opening of Mukah Airport yesterday. Behind him on the left is

caretaker Chief Minister Tan Sri Abang Johari Openg.

As such, he said, the govern-
ment, through the Malaysian Avi-
ation Commission (Mavcom),
would carry out the rationalisa-
tion exercise of Rural Services
Agreement (RSA) with the aim to
improve the services rendered by
MASwings.

He said the exercise would in-
clude reviewing the objectives of
RAS, the financial implication in-
volved, routes and frequency
of RAS flights, air fares, aircraft
utilisation for the routes and sub-
sidy distribution mechanism for
users of the services from time to
time.

“These are among the efforts

-undertaken by the government to

ensure that the people, especially
those residing in the rural areas,
can h'ave access to the best ser-
vices,” he said.

Apart from building alrports
that were modern and comfort-
able for users, Ismail Sabri said
the government must also ensure
that the air traffic management
system would continue to be up-

" graded in terms of preparedness

and capacity, and could accom-
modate the growth of air traffic.

He said the Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Malaysia under the
Transport Ministry was tasked
with strengthening the capacity
of the air traffic management sys-
tem, in line with the moderni-
sation and increase in air traffic.

“Under the 12th Malaysia Plan,
the government has approved
RM19.4 million worth of projects
to upgrade the air traffic man-
agement system.”



