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PM launches MyAssist MSME to address all SME needs

KUALA LUMPUR: Tan Sri
Muhyiddin Yassin has launched the

MyAssist MSME Portal, a one-stop -

centre and new norm solution for
business facilitation needs of the
small and medium-sized enterpns-
es (SMEs).

The Prime Minister said as a gov-
ernment’s  initiative under the
National Economic Recovery Plan
(Penjana), the portal provided a
platform for SMEs to seek business
advisory and information, guidance
and digital marketing opportuni-
ties.

“The platform will assist SMESs to
solve their business-related prob-
lems and issues in the new norm.

“This is proof of the government’s
commitment to ensure that local
SMEs will continue to be empow-
ered to face current challenges,” he
said in a pre-recorded speech for
the virtual launch of MyAssist
MSME Portal and National SME
Week 2021 yesterday.

Muhyiddin said it was timely that
the portal was developed during the
Covid-19 pandemic which had
forced society to adopt the use of
" digital applications in many aspects
of daily life, hence increasing the
use of information technology.

He also said SME entrepreneurs
need to reform and embrace the
idea of digitisation in order to be
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able to compete and increase their

- efficiency in business.

In order to improve the digital

network in the country, he said the
government had announced the
implementation of the national dig-
ital infrastructure plan, Jalinan
Digital Negara (Jendela), which
would be the country’s digital com-
munication improvement platform
under the 12th Malaysia Plan (2021-
25).
- Jendela would be the platform to
achieve that aspiration by accelerat-
ing the country’s digital connectivi-
ty through- the distribution of
mobile, fibre optic and wireless
access and paving the way to 5G, he
explained.

Muhyiddin also described SME
Corp Malaysia’s effort to organise
the National SME Week 2021 virtu-

ally via the MyAssist MSME portal
as appropriate.

He said the National SME Week
themed ‘Small Businesses, Big Ideas’
was hoped to be the stepping stone
for SME operators to venture into
online business and gain bigger
access to a wider market by explor-

ing cross-border businesses at the

international level.

The Prime Minister said the por-
tal also has-display trade informa-
tion and market access for the SME
to explore in order to expand their
business to the Asean reglon

“I believe the Asean*Access por-
tal, which also hosts the MyAssist,
will be the pathway for local SMEs
to spread their wings abroad and
for foreign SMEs to choose Malaysia
as their destination for investment
and business expansion, hence

boosting the country’s economic
growth,” he said.

Muhyiddin also hoped that
Malaysians, as consumers, would
give their full support to the micro,
small and medium-scale entrepre-
neurs by using their social media
platforms positively to increase
awareness and promote the prod-
ucts and services of local SMEs.

“To the micro, small and medi-
um-scale entrepreneurs, I call on all
of you to make optimal use of the
MyAssist MSME portal to expand
your business.

“The portal, with its interactive
advisory module, business match-
ing, e-exhibition and online exposi-
tion is a one-stop centre of the
future.

“And the future is now,” he added.
— Bernama



