
Muhyiddin: Use freedom wisely
PM urges tertiary students to be rational and not be blinded by emotions

Moving forward: Muhyiddin said quality student leaders, critical 
thinkers and idealists are the nation's most valuable human capital and 
could help the government in driving national development. - Bernama
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PETALING JAYA: Tertiary students 
should use the space and freedom 
the government has granted them 
wisely, says Tan Sri Muhyiddin 
Yassin.

Speaking during a Facebook live 
session yesterday with the National 
Student Representative Council 
(MPPK), the Prime Minister urged 
student leaders not to be blinded by 
emotions nor be incited by other 
parties.

The MPPK addressed several 
issues varsity students faced during 
the virtual meeting, which was 
chaired by Muhyiddin and attended 
by other members of the Cabinet.

These include Higher Education 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Noraini 
Ahmad, her deputy Datuk Dr 
Mansor Othman, Education 
Minister Datuk Dr Mohd Radzi Md 
Jidin, Senior Minister Datuk Seri 
Azmin Ali, Finance Minister Tengku 
Datuk Seri Zafrul Tengku Abdul 
Aziz and Chief Secretary to the 
Government Tan Sri Mohd Zuki Ali.

Muhyiddin urged students to use 
the virtual meeting to consult 
maturely, rationally and ethically.

“The presence of representatives 
from various ministries, depart­
ments and government agencies 
(for the meeting) are evidence of 
the government’s commitment and 
support in our effort to uphold stu­
dents’ roles in Higher Education 
Institutions (HEI),” he added.

A platform like the MPPK was 
significant in shaping leadership 
legacies among HEI students, he 
said, which in turn would produce 
quality student leaders, critical 
thinkers and idealists.

“These students are an asset and 
also the nation’s most valuable

human capital.
“Not only from the aspect of the 

workforce and in obtaining post­
graduate skills, but also from a cog­
nitive aspect, such as their contribu­
tion of ideas to assist the govern­
ment in driving national develop­
ment.

“I strongly encourage that the 
opportunities and space available 
be utilised by all parties,” he said.

He added that two-way commu­
nication between students and the 
government through the MPPK 
forum, which can be further 
strengthened with talented leader­
ship within the council, would be 
the “best solution” in resolving 
issues, particularly those relevant 
to the welfare of HEI students.

In a meeting with MPPK repre­
sentatives on June 30 last year, 
Muhyiddin said 11 agendas with 
issues regarding HEI students’ wel­
fare were raised for the govern­
ment’s attention and action.

“All of them have been given due 
attention and necessary action has 
been taken by the Higher Education 
Ministry.

“The current implementation sta­
tus of these agendas will be shared 
during todays meeting,” he added.

Muhyiddin credited varsity stu­
dents for their effort in finding 
alternative methods to solve 
Internet access problems and lack 
of access to devices when teaching 
and learning shifted online.

Meanwhile, Noraini said MPPK 
was represented by students from 
public and private universities, pol­
ytechnics, community colleges and 
Teacher Training Institutes.

Among the 11 agendas the minis­
try has successfully realised include 
establishing a special PTPTN com­
mittee with students, launching the 
National Economy Recovery Plan 
(Penjana) KPT-Career Advancement 
Programme (KPT-CAP) and the 
Student Housing initiative.

“In today’s meeting, we will dis­
cuss three considerations from 
MPPK; people’s rental housing 
scheme, empowering the domestic 
agricultural sector: future proofing 
Malaysian agricultural industry 
and technological integration to 
improve the management of 
Malaysian citizens’ health,” she 
said.
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