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NAJIB WON'T BE CALLED AS WITNESS
Rosmah’s 
lawyers decided 
on this at 
the last minute
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THE highly anticipated 
presence of Datuk Seri 
Najib Razak at his wife’s 
corruption trial to testify 

as a witness turned out to be a 
dampener as he was a no-show at 
the Duta Courts complex yester­

day. This was because Datin Seri 
Rosmah Mansor’s lawyers decid­
ed at the eleventh hour not to call 
the former prime minister as 
their witness.

Rosmah’s lawyer, Datuk Jagjit 
Singh, informed High Court 
judge Mohamed Zaini Mazlan at 
the onset of yesterday’s hearing 
that the defence had decided to 
re-strategise after discussing the 
merits of calling Najib.

“We had a brainstorming ses­
sion on Saturday, which went on 
till late Sunday, and we have 
elected not to call Najib as our 
witness.

“We decided that his evidence 
is merely corroborative in nature. 
We have therefore decided to re-
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strategise and elected not to call 
him.”

He apologised to the court for 
the last-minute decision.

Lead prosecutor Datuk Seri 
Gopal Sri Ram said the prosecu­
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tion had no issues with the de­
fence’s decision not to call Najib 
as it was their prerogative to do 
so.

Zaini later vacated hearing 
dates, which had been fixed for

this week, as the other witness 
scheduled to testify in Rosmah’s 
defence, Datuk Seri Azizah 
Sheikh Abod, 72, is away to per­
form the umrah. She is scheduled 
to take the stand again on Feb 4.

Rosmah, 70, was ordered to en­
ter her defence against three cor­
ruption charges on Feb 18 last 
year.

She is facing a charge of so­
liciting RM187.5 million from 
Jepak Holdings Sdn Bhd to help 
the company secure a RM1.25 bil­
lion project to supply hybrid solar 
energy to rural schools in Sara­
wak. She is also accused of re­
ceiving RM6.5 million to ensure 
the company got the project.

mailto:news@nst.com.my

