SIDEK: | WAS PAID RM30,000
ONTHLY FOR ADVISORY ROLE

Najib felt then chlef
sec to govt's salary was
too low and appointed
him to 1MDB board
ofadyisers-=. ©
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FORMER chief secre-
tary to the government
yesterday revealed that
he received about RMl1
million for his non-existent ad-
visory role in 1Malaysia Develop-
mentBerhad (IMDB).

Tan Sri Mohd Sidek Hassan.
said he was appointed to the role
by Datuk Seri Najib Razak after
the then prime minister told him
that the chief secretary’s month-
ly salary was too low.

Sidek said he was subsequently
paid a RM30,000 monthly al-
lowance from July 2010 after he
was appointed to the role by Na-

jib, who was also the then chair-
man of the IMDB board of ad-
visers.

The 71-year old, who served as
chiefsecretary to the government
from September, 2006 until he
retired in June, 2012, said his ad-
visory fee was, however, re-
duced to RM10,000
monthly from January
2013.

Sidek said he con-
tinued receiving the
monthly payments
until June 2015

when the 1MDB NA iIB RAZAK

board of advisers was

finally dissolved.

“I confirm that I re-
ceived the advisory fee
payments from 1MDB and "
this money was banked into my
CIMB account. I declared all of it
to the taxmen (Inland Revenue
Board).

“I also confirm that I was never
invited to attend any meeting to
brief or to be briefed by the IMDB
management... no one from the
company ever met me for this
purpose,” hé said when testifying
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in the IMDB trial involving Najib.

Sidek said he only found out
about issues faced by 1IMDB
through media reports and other
sources on the Internet.

“1 found out that IMDB funds
had been misappropriated. I also

found -out that local enforce-
ment agencies like the

tion Commission had
started investigating
the company.
“However, 1 was
- never briefed about
any of it... Najib also
never told me any-
thing about it,” he said
while reading from his
witness statement.

Sidek said he, too, never
bothered _to ask Najib why the
board of advisers’ meetings were
not held or about issues faced by
1MDB because he thought it
(IMDB) was established to gen-
erate political funds for Barisan
Nasional.

Sidek was taking the stand as
the 19th prosecution witness in
the trial where Najib is accused of
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misappropriating RM2.3 billion
of IMDB funds.

Earlier, Sidek pointed out that
he had never asked to be appoint-
ed to the IMDB board of advisers,
and that it happened after Najib
once asked him about his pay as
chief secretary to the govern-
ment.

“Najib asked me how much I
was getting and later said he felt
my salary was too low.

“That is why I think my ap-
pointment to the 1IMDB board of .
advisers was purely meant to in-
crease my income... Najib felt
that I was not getting enough as
chief secretary to the govern-
ment.”

Sidek will be cross-examined
by Najib’s lead counsel, Tan Sri
Muhammad Shafee Abdullah, to-
day. The trial before High Court
judge Datuk Collin Lawrence Se-
querah continues.
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