'MALAYSIA NEEDS GOOD TIES WITH ALL

Country will not be
under any great
power’s thumb,

says Anwar
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ALAYSIA will not al-
low any big power to
dictate how it makes

decisions, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim said.
He said Malaysia never saw

China as a competitor or a threat,
despite the rivalry between China
and the United States.
“I have been asked if I am seen
as pro-China,” said Anwar.
“In reality, as a trading nation,
Malaysia needs to build good re-
lations with all countries, includ-
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ing China and the US.”

He was answering a question
from a participant in his public
lecture at Tsinghua University
here yesterday.

Anwar said Malaysia, as a free
and independent state, would de-
fend its sovereignty and decide
what was best for it.

“We should also maintain this
position in Asean, as Asean was
set up as a free and neutral zone.”

He added that Malaysia
was happy with the good rela-
tionship with China and it must
be strengthened.

He also said China and the US
must understand that the dy-

namics of international diploma-
cy today have changed and the
Russia-Ukraine conflict was af-
fecting the whole world.

“The age of colonisation and
new imperialism has ended.
No country can dictate (to any-
body).

“People want to assert their in-
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dependence and decide what is
best for themselves and their
country.”
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