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HE federal government

will provide all the nec-

essary support and assis-

tance to the next of kin of
victims who died in Thursday’s
Elmina plane crash, Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim said.

The prime minister said this in-
cluded assistance for the families
to handle the burial rites for their
loved ones who were killed in the
tragic accident.

“The government will also pro-
vide assistance to the families
who incurred additional expens-
es to purchase equipment and get

accommodation (near the hospi-
tal), especially for those without
permanent employment and sta-
ble income," he said here yester-
day.

Anwar said he was satisfied
with the efforts by the govern-
ment departments and agencies
in retrieving the remains of the
victims and handling the (iden-
tification) process at Tengku Am-
puan Rahimah Hospital (HTAR).

“Since yesterday (Thursday), I
have been following the devel-
opments of the incident.

“Alhamdulillah, 1 am satisfied
with the actions of personnel
from the enforcement and secu-
rity agencies, the representatives
of the Islamic Religious Depart-
ment, the (hospital’s and po-
lice’s) forensic teams, the Welfare

Department and several other
government bodies.
“The preparations made, in-

cluding accommodation (for the
next of kin of victims), have been
managed effectively. I thank
those who helped and am proud
of their service delivery,” he said.
Earlier, Anwar paid a visit to the
families of the victims at HTAR’s

forensic department.

Present were Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Za-
hid Hamidi, Health Minister Dr
Zaliha Mustafa, Pahang Menteri

Besar Datuk Seri Wan Rosdy
Wan Ismail and caretaker Selan-
gor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri

Amirudin Shari.

Anwar Spent almost 10 minutes
speaking to the next of kin of the
victims.

“I would like to extend my con-
dolences to the families of the
victims. I pray that they remain
strong in this difficult time.

"No one imagined such an ac-
cident could happen.

“All that we can do at the mo-
ment is accelerate the forensic
investigation and the matching
of DNA (to facilitate the identi-
fication of remains).

“Once all these processes are
concluded, the Islamic Religious
Council or the Selangor govern-
ment will do what is necessary (to
facilitate the burial rites for the
victims).”

Anwar later performed Friday
prayers at Masjid Jamek Ar-
Rahimiah near the hospital.
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