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TUN Dr Mahathir Mo­
hamad said former attor- 
ney-general (A-G) Tan 
Sri Apandi Ali’s state­

ment asking him to “go fly a kite” 
after being accused of dereliction 
of duty was nothing more than a 
feeble attempt to absolve himself 
from blame.

He said Apandi’s inadequate 
response proved that the allega­
tion against the latter was true.

“My 'flying a kite’ does not 
negate his dereliction of duty. It 
(Apandi’s response) merely 
proves that the charge is correct.”

Earlier this week, when re­
sponding to Dr Mahathir’s state­
ment accusing him of being 
derelict in his duties pertaining 
to the 1Malaysia Development 
Bhd (1MDB) scandal, Apandi told 
the former prime minister to “go 
fly a kite”.

The two have been involved in a 
war of words after Dr Mahathir 
questioned the government’s 
out-of-court settlement with 
Apandi over his suit for wrongful 
dismissal.

The suit followed Dr Ma­
hathir’s decision to terminate 
Apandi’s contract as A-G in 2018.

Dr Mahathir has since defend­
ed his move to remove Apandi, 
saying that he was alarmed to 
know that despite 1MDB miscon­
duct reported by former Bank Ne­
gara Malaysia governor Tan Sri 
Zeti Akhtar Aziz, Apandi did not 
take any action.

In his latest social media post­
ing, Dr Mahathir fired another 
salvo at Apandi, saying the latter 
had jumped when he questioned 
the out-of-court settlement.

“When I questioned the gov­
ernment for agreeing to settle out 
of court the suit for wrongful dis­
missal, instead of the current A-G 
providing an explanation, it was 
Apandi who reacted.

“Obviously, Apandi was not 
happy that I pointed out that his 
dismissal was justified on 
grounds of dereliction of duty 
and the government’s decision to
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settle and compensate him with 
an undisclosed sum of money is 
tantamount to agreeing that he 
was wrongfully dismissed.”

Dr Mahathir said it was crucial 
to establish whether Apandi had 
failed to perform his duties as an 
A-G.

He said the decision of nine 
judges from three different 
courts levels which found Najib 
guilty in the SRC International 
Sdn Bhd case (a 1MDB-related 
company) proved that Apandi, 
who exonerated Najib from any 
wrongdoing, had failed in per­
forming his duties.

He said it was clear the nine 
judges believed there were 
grounds for Najib to be charged.

The 98-year-old cited another 
High Court decision last year 
where judge Datuk Azimah Omar 
dismissed Apandi’s defamation 
suit against Lim Kit Siang.

He said the judge’s findings 
were damning of Apandi’s role in 
the 1MDB scandal, where the 
judge, among other things, said 
Apandi’s haste in closing and 
c o n c l u d i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  
against Najib justified Lim’s im­
putation that Apandi ought to be 
investigated for his conduct, 
which may have assisted in the 
cover up of the 1MDB scandal.”

He s a i d  m o r e  s u f f i c i e n t  
grounds to prove Apandi’s dere­
liction of duty were provided in 
the recent revelations by Zeti at 
the 1MDB trial.

“Zeti testified that she had 
asked Apandi to charge several 
1MDB staff members for their in­
volvement in the scandal but he 
did not act on it.

“I brought this matter up be­
cause public funds cannot be 
used to compensate Apandi 
when he was dismissed because 
of dereliction of duty.

“His decision to absolve and ex­

onerate Najib over the 1MDB 
scandal had allowed kleptocrats 
to fleece the nation of billions of 
ringgit,'' he said, adding after that 
more public funds were awarded 
to Apandi, who was exposed to 
have abetted and absolved the al­
leged kleptocrats.

Dr Mahathir also took aim at 
how Apandi tried to defend him­
self over the issue of dereliction 
of duty by linking the decision to 
withdraw an application for ju­
dicial review in relation to Pulau 
Batu Puteh.

“Apandi said the decision was 
made under my watch, which he 
said was a dereliction of duty.

“In the first place, what kind of 
legal brain does he have when he 
tried to justify his dereliction of 
duty by citing my purported 
dereliction of duty?

“Does that mean that it is jus­
tified for him to commit dere­
liction of duty if others commit 
such things, too?”

Dr Mahathir said he was pre­
pared to explain his decision 
whenever and if the government 
felt necessary now that Apandi 
had brought up the Pulau Batu 
Puteh issue.

“My refusal to answer is to the 
committee, which is headed by 
Apandi who had been exposed to 
be incompetent and had been ac­
cused of abetting in the 1MDB 
crime. I can’t understand until 
today that the government had 
appointed Apandi, whose cred­
ibility as an A-G had been sullied 
and tarnished for his dereliction 
of duty, to head the Pulau Batu 
Puteh committee.

“Isn’t it a joke that a person so 
obviously incompetent is given 
the responsibility to find wrong­
doings of others? Instead, based 
on all the court findings and ex­
pose, Apandi should be charged 
for his role in the 1MDB scandal.”
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