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'Anwar well-respected in southern Thailand'

BANGKOK: Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim is
not a stranger among the Islamic
community, especially in South-
ern Thailand, where the local
population here has high hopes
for Anwar to help resolve con-
flicts and bring about peace in
the area.

According to Prince of Songlda
University Associate Professor Dr
Ibrahim  Narongraksakhet, An-
war has a deeper understanding
of the problems and conflicts (in
Southern Thailand).

“The local population has high
expectations that he can help es-
tablish peace in Southern Thai-
land and, at the same time, en-
hance development, trade, and
the economy in the northern part
of the peninsula and the four re-
gions of southern Thailand,” he
said when asked about his views
on the one-year anniversary of
Anwar’s Madani government in
Malaysia.

Ibrahim said the meeting be-
tween Anwar and his Thai coun-
terpart, Srettha Thavisin, in
Sadao, Songkhla, recently was a
positive sign in strengthening the

bilateral relations between
Malaysia and Thailand.

“This is the third time the two
leaders have met. It signifies that
both prime ministers are com-
mitted to enhancing bilateral co-
operation and Malaysia-Thailand

connectivity — projects, especially
at the border,” he said.
Anwar and Srettha, who has

held the position of prime min-
ister since September this year,
have held three meetings, includ-
ing Srettha’s official visit to
Malaysia on Oct 11 and 12.

The current geopolitical cli-
mate, according to Assistant Pro-
fessor Dr Chaiwat Meesanthan,
director of the East Asian Studies
Institute at Thammasat Univer-
sity, Rangsit Campus, presents
Anwar with significant chal-
lenges in leading the Madani gov-
ernment.

He cited the Palestine-Israel
dispute, the Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis, and global economic uncer-
tainty as some of the factors in-
fluencing economic growth
worldwide, including Malaysia.

“People want Anwar’s govern-
ment to develop the country’s

economy and reduce the cost of
living. However, it faces the dif-
ficult task of addressing the
country’s economic issues due to

global market challenges,” he
said.

After a year under Anwar’s
leadership, Chaiwat said

Malaysia is more stable.

However, he said Anwar is seen
as more cautious in implement-
ing policies in his first year as
prime minister.

“He faces fierce challenges
compared to previous prime min-
isters because he has to appease
all political parties in his coali-
tion during the policy implemen-
tation to ensure political stabil-
ity.

“Each political party in the
coalition has different policies
and ideologies. So, Anwar is more
cautious to ensure the coalition
remains strong.

“Anwar is not a stranger among
the leaders in Southern Thailand.
He is a leader who understands
the situation in Southern Thai-
land the most. But for now, he has
to focus on Malaysia rather than
foreign issues,” he said. Bernama



