MALAYSIA SEEKS JAPAN'S CYBER EXPERTISE

Anwar hopes Asean
will get Tokyo’s help
to stem rising cases
of cyber exploitation
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alaysia is seeking
to get Japan’s exper-
tise to raise cyberse-
curity standards in

the region.

Speaking at the opening ses-
sion of the Japan-Asean Summit
here yesterday, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim ac-
knowledged Japan’s expertise in
cyberspace and hoped to foster
more collaborations between
Asean and the country to boost
cybersecurity within the region.

“With the expansion of the dig-
ital landscape, cyberthreats are
increasing exponentially.

“Together, we must prioritise
the protection of our citizens
from cyber exploitation related to
terrorism, trafficking-in-persons
and various cyber and transna-
tional crimes.

“Recognising Japan’s expertise
in cyberspace, Malaysia encour-
ages further Asean-Japan collab-
oration to elevate cybersecurity
standards in our region by shar-
ing best practices, knowledge
and skills focusing on areas such
as intellectual property protec-
tion, data privacy and threat in-
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telligence,” he said.

Another item on top of the
agenda was the commitment to
maintain peace and stability.

Anwar said the close cooper-
ation and initiatives implement-
ed through the Asean Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and
Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pa-
cific (FOIP) reflected the commit-
ment from both sides of the al-
liance.

He noted that Malaysia had
benefited immensely from the

framework, particularly from the
training programmes for vessel
traffic and international law in
the Straits of Malacca.

“The close cooperation and
many initiatives implemented
through the Asean Outlook on
the Indo-Pacific and Japan’s Free
and Open Indo-Pacific reflect the
strong commitment on both
sides to deepen relations and
maintain peace and stability in
the region.

“Asean appreciates Japan’s

continued commitment for
Asean centrality and unity.

“Under this framework, both
sides have benefited from the
training programmes for vessel
traffic and international law in
the Straits of Malacca,” he said.

Anwar added that Malaysia
proposed further initiatives to
help improve navigational safety
and voyage planning in one of the
world’s busiest waterways
(Straits of Malacca).”
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10 Asean leaders attending the
summit here, which started yes-
terday with a welcome dinner
hosted by Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida.

Both leaders from dJapan and
Asean marked their 50th an-
niversary of friendship at the
summit which ends tomorrow.

A joint vision that emphasised
security cooperation amid grow-
ing tensions with China in re-
gional seas was also on the sum-
mit’s agenda.
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