
'Expedite projects in Sabah'
PM: No more excuses for delays in water, power and road works

Let’s get to work:
Anwar (centre) at 
the groundbreaking 
site of the Ulu 
Padas Hydroelctric 
Dam project in 
Tenom district 
yesterday. He is 
accompanied by 
Hajiji and other 
VIPs.

By DURIE RAINER FONG
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: All water, 
electricity and road projects in 
Sabah must be expedited, espe­
cially the Pan Borneo Highway 
and the Ulu Padas Hydroelectric 
Dam, says Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim.

“Don’t give any excuses,” the 
Prime Minister said during the 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the RM4bil Ulu Padas dam project 
at Kampung Kungkular in 
Kemabong, Tenom, yesterday.

“Projects that are delayed will, 
among others, cause the cost to 
rise and affect the people’s hopes

of getting basic amenities such as 
water and electricity.

“For example, this (hydroelec­
tric) project, the state and federal 
agencies must monitor its imple­
mentation.

“The initial projection (of com­
pletion) must be changed because 
it is most critical for the people to 
be completed earlier,” said Anwar 
of the dam, which is about 200km 
from Sabah’s capital.

He added: “That is the attitude 
we must have now.”

In his speech, Chief Minister 
Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor said the 
Ulu Padas dam will generate 
187.5MW of electricity and con­
tribute some 15% to Sabah’s

energy grid.
“This will be critical for the 

development of Sabah’s oil and 
gas sector and the Kota Kinabalu 
Industrial Park, thus driving eco­
nomic growth in our state.

'The dam will potentially sup­
ply 6,000mil litres per day (JLH) of 
clean water.

“This project will have a posi­
tive spillover effect on the local 
economy in terms of job opportu­
nities, increasing people’s income 
and entrepreneurship,” Hajiji 
said.

He added that the Sabah gov­
ernment was committed to 
strengthening the management 
of energy resources in the state

with the launch of the Sabah 
Energy Master Plan and Direction 
2040 (SE-RAMP 2040) in 
September.

The project developer's, Upper 
Padas Power Sdn Bhd, is a pub­
lic-private partnership between 
Sabah-owned Sabah Energy 
Corporation Sdn Bhd and private 
entities Gamuda Bhd and Kerjaya 
Kagum Hitech JV Sdn Bhd.

The proposed dam site is locat­
ed in the south-western Sipitang 
district, about 8.5km downstream 
from the confluence of the Padas 
and Melingan rivers, while the 
proposed powerhouse is located 
in Tenom, about 10km down­
stream from the dam.
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Swift allocation 
of RM3mil for 
Penampang 
petty traders 
and upgrades
By STEPHANIE LEE
stephanielee@thestar.com.my

KOTA KINABALU: Sabah is get­
ting an immediate allocation of 
RM3mil for petty traders and 
minor repairs to infrastructure in 
Penampang.

The amount was approved by 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim following a request from 
Penampang MP Datuk Ewon 
Benedick during the Hawkers 
and Traders carnival in Buhavan 
Square Donggongon, Penampang, 
near here, yesterday.

Of the total, RM2mil will be 
given for infrastructure repairs 
while traders will receive RMlmil.

‘To prevent Ewon from saying 
that he wasted his time asking me 
to come here (Penampang), we 
will give some immediate alloca­
tions for what he requested,” 
Anwar told the crowd at the car­
nival.

Such swift approval is only pos­
sible due to strong relations 
between Sabah and the Federal 
Government, he added.

Anwar urged merchants to 
improve the quality of their ser­
vices and products instead of just 
relying on government aid.

“You must ensure that stalls are 
manned properly, that they are 
clean and attractive so that more 
customers will be attracted to 
come and spend,” he said.

He also dismissed claims that 
allocations to Sabah were smaller 
than that of Penang.

“Don’t listen to these baseless 
talks, they follow their own senti­
ments and sometimes twist their 
words for their own gains,” Anwar 
said, adding that his administra­
tion was working quickly to fulfil 
the Federal Government’s obliga­
tions to Sabah under the Malaysia 
Agreement 1963.
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