
Ministry split into two to enhance efficiency
PUTRAJAYA: Challenges in dis­
seminating information as well as 
meeting growing demands of 
digital transformation are why 
the Communications and Digital 
Ministry was split into two enti­
ties, explains the Prime Minister.

Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said 
there was a need to boost commu­
nications so that the government’s 
plans and programmes for the 
people could be explained effec­
tively.

“I am of the view that commu­
nication with the media and

social media is a challenge. The 
criticism against us is that while 
policies are impressive, their 
impact and the dissemination of 
information have not been effec­
tive or satisfactory.

“So this must be the focus of the 
Communications Ministry,” he 
told a press conference after 
announcing his new Cabinet line­
up here yesterday.

Anwar said there was a need to 
have a dedicated ministry to look 
into digital issues and its transfor­
mation as this was a major focus

of his government, adding that 
the digital sphere was challenging 
and constantly changing.

“There are new data centres 
emerging and artificial intelli­
gence has to be looked into. There 
is also the need to enhance digital 
understanding and its issues 
among students.

“It is a challenging task and I 
believe this particular issue is 
daunting for us. That is why we 
have the new ministry,” he added.

After the split of the ministry, 
Fahmi Fadzil is the Communi­

cations Minister while Gobind 
Singh Deo helms the Digital 
Ministry.

On Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly 
Ahmad’s return as Health 
Minister, Anwar said the latter’s 
previous experience would ena­
ble the government to meet grow­
ing public demand for healthcare 
services.

He said Dr Dzulkefly's appoint­
ment would strengthen the minis­
try which was burdened with 
many issues.

“We hope that by having him

on board, Dr Dzulkefly will be 
able to use his experience to look 
into the healthcare system,” said 
Anwar.

Dr Dzulkefly was Health 
Minister during Pakatan 
Harapan’s 22-month administra­
tion after GE14 in 2018.

Following GE15 last year, Dr 
Zaliha Mustafa was appointed 
Health Minister.

The Cabinet reshuffle saw her 
being moved to take charge of 
Federal Territories under the 
Prime Minister’s Department.


